Following  an  action  marked  by  violent 
confrontations  between  activists  and  bystanders, 
a  member  of  Philadelphia's  Queer  Action  who 
had  filed  charges  against  a  police  officer  learns 
that  the  cop  has  filed  similar  charges  against  her 


By  Chris  Nealon 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Citing  an  increase  in 
anti-gay  harassment,  activists  here  say  they 
are  taking  a  “wait  and  see"  posture  after  a 
police  officer  filed  assault  charges  against  a 
member  of  Queer  Action,  a  local  direct  action 
group. 

Kristin  Chimes,  who  charged  police  Sgt. 
Robert  Wilson  with  assault  after  an  Oct.  12 
Queer  Action  march,  learned  Dec.  13  that 
Wilson  had  charged  her  with  assault, 
aggravated  assault,  and  reckless 
endangerment.  Chimes  spent  the  night  in  jail 
and  was  released  on  bail  the  next  day.  The 
police  department’s  Internal  Affairs  office 
says  it  has  not  yet  completed  its  investigation 
of  Chimes’s  charges  against  Wilson. 
Activists,  meanwhile,  say  the  violence  at  the 
march  —  which  was  Queer  Action’s  first  — 
has  led  them  to  think  carefully  about  future 
tactics. 

The  October  event,  called  “Get  Out  and 
Stay  Out,”  was  modelled  after  anti-rape 
“Take  Back  the  Night”  marches  (see  GCN, 
Oct.  21,  1990).  The  action  was  held  after 
dark,  and  was  designed  to  focus  attention  on 
violence  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Marchers  encountered  hecklers  frequently 
along  the  route,  and  many  activists  engaged 
hecklers  in  bouts  of  shouting.  Two  women 
required  medical  attention  after  the  march: 
Chimes,  who  had  been  punched;  and  Melissa 
Forbis,  a  one-time  Queer  Action  member 
who  had  an  unidentified  toxic  chemical 
thrown  at  her.  Given  how  much  the  marchers 
were  on  the  defensive,  observers  said,  the 
charges  against  Chimes  have  been  regarded 
suspiciously. 

“I  think  it’s  quite  appalling,”  said  Julie 
Shapiro,  Chimes’s  lawyer.  “They  want  her  to 
be  convicted  of  something  so  she  can’t 
prosecute.”  Although  activists  were  taken  by 
surprise  by  the  department’s  charges  against 
Chimes,  Shapiro  told  GCN  that  “It’s  not 
unusual  that  a  person  is  charged  with  a  crime 
after  filing  a  complaint  with  a  cop." 

Shapiro  also  said  that  “our  first  priority  is 
making  the  criminal  charges  [against 
Chimes]  go  away,”  regardless  of  Chimes’ 
complaint.  She  added  that  “I  am  optimistic 
about  the  criminal  charges,  because  I  think 
she  didn’t  do  it,  and  because  she  has  a  lot  of 
witnesses.”  Chimes  and  Shapiro  told  GCN 
that  Chimes  has  decided  to  withhold 
comment  until  after  her  hearing,  scheduled 
for  Jan.  30. 

In  addition,  activists  agree  that  Wilson’s 
description  of  Chimes  does  not  match  her 


actual  appearance.  Wilson  reported  Chimes 
as  being  5’3”  with  blond  hair;  Chimes 
described  herself  in  the  Philadelphia  Gay 
News  as  5’7”  with  brown  hair.  Wilson  also 
reported  that  his  assailant  was  wearing  a 
green  T-shirt;  photos  of  Chimes  at  the  march 
show  her  wearing  a  white  T-shirt. 

What  happened? 

Shapiro  said  she  was  surprised  by  the 
widespread  reports  of  police  inaction  or 
violence  after  the  “Get  Out”  march  because 
“it  isn’t  typical  of  the  last  ten  years.” 
Shapiro,  who  said  she  has  handled  a  number 
of  police  misconduct  cases  in  the  past, 
remarked  that,  “demonstrations  have  been 
okay  in  that  time.”  She  added  that  she  wasn’t 
sure  why  the  Queer  Action  march  sparked  the 
strong  hostility  that  it  did,  citing  gay-  and 
lesbian-oriented  actions  by  ACT 
UP/Philadelphia  that  have  taken  place 
without  violence. 

Forbis,  who  was  treated  at  a  local  bum  unit 
after  a  heckler  at  the  march  threw  “either 
mace  or  some  kind  of  burning  chemical”  on 
her  face  and  on  one  of  her  arms,  told  GCN 
that  “the  energy  level  was  really  high”  the 
night  of  the  action.  Forbis  said  that  by 
October,  anti-gay  violence  had  already  been 
on  the  rise  in  Philadelphia,  and  cited  the 
murders  of  several  local  gay  men  this 
summer. 

Another  factor  that  may  have  led  to  the 
high  level  of  harassment  and  violence  at  the 
action,  said  Forbis,  was  the  unexpectedly 
large  number  of  people  marching.  “We  only 
had  about  12  marshals,  because  we  were 
expecting  a  couple  hundred  people,”  she  said, 
“But  a  couple  thousand  showed  up.  We 
weren’t  expecting  a  crowd  like  that” 

Alex,  another  Queer  Action  member,  told 
GCN  that  participants  had  “widely  varying 
opinions”  about  how  the  action  was  handled. 
“There  was  a  lot  of  support,  but  some  people 
were  calling  it  ‘a  mob  action’  afterwards,” 
said  Alex.  “They  thought  we  were  putting 
people  in  danger.” 

For  instance,  he  said,  marshals  at  the  “Get 
Out”  action  used  code  words  to  identify  each 
other,  but  did  not  have  visible  insignias,  so 
that  marchers  may  have  found  it  difficult  to 
identify  them.  Alex  added,  however,  that 
Queer  Action  is  a  young  group,  and  that  he 
expects  activists  to  learn  from  the  event. 

Peg  Conway,  executive  director  of  the 
Mayor’s  Commission  on  Sexual  Minorities, 
agreed  with  Alex  that  the  October  action 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Money  difficulties  may  sink  the  community  gathering  place 
unless  donors  'write  big  checks' 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — As  the  economy  continues  to 
slide  into  a  recession,  the  year-and-a-half-old 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Center  faces 
troubling  questions  about  its  future. 
Beginning  1991  with  a  five-figure  deficit,  the 
Center  is  struggling  to  keep  its  doors  open.  In 
order  to  begin  breaking  even,  the  Center 
needs  to  raise  $30,000  by  March  1. 

“Right  now,  the  Center  is  staying  open 
through  sheer  will,”  said  Carol  Wessling, 
chair  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  “It’s  not  a 
sinking  ship,  but  we  are  taking  on  water.” 

Wessling  told  GCN  that  while  the  Center  is 
now  capable  of  meeting  its  monthly 
expenses,  it  ran  a  sizable  deficit  in  1990,  and 
is  now  saddled  with  a  large  debt.  The 
downtown,  second-floor  rented  space 
provides  a  home  to  more  than  50  community 
groups.  Organizations  that  use  office  and 
meeting  space  pay  rent  to  the  Center,  but  that 
income  covers  only  two-thirds  of  the  Cento- ’s 
operating  budget. 

The  Center’s  difficulty  in  covering  the 
difference,  while  at  the  same  time  trying  to 
pay  debts  incurred  last  year,  may  eventually 
force  the  institution  to  close,  according  to 
Wessling.  That  danger  was  made  painfully 
clear  when  a  long-standing  deficit  forced  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center  in 
Washington,  D.C.  to  close  last  November. 

“I  think  we’ve  stopped  the  downward 
spiral,”  said  Wessling,  adding,  “The  question 
is  whether  we  stopped  the  hemorrhaging  in 
time  to  save  the  patient,”  she  added.  While 
Wessling  is  optimistic  about  keeping  the 
Center  open,  she  admits  that  her  confidence 
comes  more  from  determination  than  from 
any  real  change  in  fundraising  prospects. 

“We’re  getting  a  lot  of  positive 
reinforcement,”  she  said,  “but  we’re  not 
getting  a  lot  of  positive  financial 
reinforcement.  The  holiday  party  [fundraiser] 
gave  us  a  real  shot  in  the  arm,  but  it  wasn’t  a 
big  enough  shot.  What  we  need  now  is  for 
people  with  the  resources  to  write  big  checks 
to  start  writing  them  to  us.” 

The  Center  opened  its  doors  in  July  of 


1989,  providing  an  alternative  to  bars  and  a 
place  for  gay  and  lesbian  groups  to  meet. 
Office  space  and  meeting  rooms  are  utilized 
by  groups  representing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
the  local  lesbian  and  gay  community,  from 
the  Association  of  Massachusetts  Asian 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  (AMALGAM)  to 
lesbian  and  gay  12-step  groups  to  the  Greater 
Boston  Business  Council.  ACT  UP/Boston 
shares  an  office  with  the  Freedom  Trail 
Marching  Band,  and  the  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  uses 
office  space  shared  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

fit  addition  to  offering  space  for  groups  to 
meet  and  work  there,  the  Center  also  provides 
a  drop-in  facility  for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
who  are  new  to  town,  coming  out,  or  simply 
unconnected  with  political  and  social 
networks.  “People  can  come  in,  make 
themselves  a  terrible  cup  of  coffee,  sit  down 
on  the  couch  and  look  at  gay  and  lesbian 
publications  or  explore  our  library,”  Wessling 
told  GCN.  Recently,  the  Center  held  open 
hours  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  and  drew  about  60 
people  looking  for  a  place  to  get  warm  and 
socialize. 

“I  think  that  a  lot  of  people  benefit  from 
having  the  Center  who  might  otherwise  get 
lost  in  the  shuffle,"  said  Wessling.  “Not 
everyone  is  a  political  activist  or  a  meeting 
junkie — some  people  just  need  a  place  to 
come  and  hang  out”  By  the  end  of  January, 
the  Center  plans  to  have  a  full  lending  library 
available,  and  to  reorganize  one  of  its  rooms 
to  create  more  space  for  those  who  want  to 
socialize.  In  addition,  Center  volunteers  and 
staff  person  Michael  Goldrosen  run  a  Friday 
night  film  and  video  series,  a  “Dykes 
Dialogue”  discussion  group,  literary 
readings,  a  monthly  newsletter,  and  have 
started  a  new  series  of  forums  on  political 
issues. 

For  all  its  vitality,  though,  a  combination  of 
internal  and  external  forces  have  made  it 
difficult  for  the  Center  to  attract  funds.  A 
worsening  economy,  the  number  of  lesbian 
and  gay  groups  seeking  funds,  and  the 
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Soviet  lesbian  charged 
with  male-male  sodomy 

MOSCOW  —  Saying  they  suspect  a  KGB 
crackdown,  lesbian  and  gay  activists  here 
have  reported  the  murder  of  a  local  gay 
newspaper  editor,  and  the  puzzling  charge  of 
male-male  sodomy  against  a  lesbian  activist. 
According  to  Outlines  News  Service, 
Alexander  Lukeshev,  who  edited  the 
independent  newspaper  New  Life ,  was 
murdered  in  his  Moscow  apartment  around 
December  13;  Leningrad  lesbian  activist 
Olga  Zhuk  was  charged  December  17  with 
violating  the  USSR’s  Article  121.1,  which 
forbids  sex  between  men.  Ten  other  gay 
activists  were  also  charged  with  violating  the 
article  at  that  time. 

According  to  Julie  Dorf,  co-founder  of 
San  Francisco’s  International  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Human  Rights  Commission,  Soviet 
gay  publisher  Roman  Kalinin  says  that 
activists  are  in  a  panic  over  Lukeshev’s 
murder.  Kalinin  and  other  activists,  Dorf 
said,  are  “very  scared  ...  They  seem  rather 
certain  it  was  the  KGB  [that  murdered 
Lukeshev].”  Referring  to  Kalinin’s  paper 
Tema,  the  only  gay  publication  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  Dorf  added  that,  “Tema  has  been 
getting  a  lot  of  anti-gay  attention  in  the 
press."  Kalinin,  who  recently  returned  from 
a  one-month  tour  of  the  United  States,  has 
had  to  leave  his  apartment  because  his 
landlord  found  out  that  he  is  a  gay  activist. 

“Roman  told  me,  ‘They’re  organizing  a 
trial  against  us,”’  said  Dorf.  “He  said, 
‘Gorbachev  is  collecting  his  strength  through 
the  police  and  the  army.’” 

As  for  Zhuk’s  arrest  in  Leningrad,  Dorf 
said,  “I  didn’t  believe  it  when  I  heard  it,  but 
now  I  have  it  in  writing  twice  over.  She  was 
also  charged  with  ‘gathering  groups  of 
criminals.”' 

If  there  is  a  trial  for  Zhuk  and  other 
activists,  Dorf  added,  “There’s  a  lot  of  laws 
to  get  them  on,  but  it  looks  like  121.1  is  the 
easiest.  If  they  used  it  against  a  woman  in 
Leningrad,  they  can  use  it  against  anybody.” 

Soviet  activists  are  calling  for  letters  to  the 
Moscow  and  Leningrad  city  councils 
denouncing  Lukeshev’s  murder  and  the 
harassment  of  gay  organizations.  For 
Leningrad,  write  to:  USSR,  Leningrad, 
Lensovet,  Isakovskaya  Ploshad,  dom  6,  the 
Commission  for  Social  and  Political 
Organizations.  For  Moscow:  USSR, 
Moscow,  Mossovet,  Mr.  Gavrii  Popov. 

— Chris  Nealon 

Bathhouse  crackdown 
in  San  Diego 

SAN  DIEGO  —  After  two  years  of  legal 
wrangling,  the  city  council  here  passed  an 
ordinance  last  month  that  will  strictly 
regulate  the  activities  of  local  bathhouses. 
According  to  San  Diego’s  UpDate,  a  lesbian 
and  gay  newspaper,  the  ordinance  claims  that 
anal  sex  with  a  condom,  as  well  as  oral  sex, 
"transmit  AIDS”  and  are  therefore  illegal  in 
baths.  The  new  legislation,  which  gives 
authorities  the  power  to  revoke  bathhouses’ 
licenses,  imposes  a  one-person  limit  on 
private  rooms  in  the  clubs  and  requires  bath 
employees  to  monitor  members’  activities 
every  15  minutes. 

The  law  was  stopped  short  of  final 
approval  for  two  years  while  council 
members  revised  it  to  address  a  lawsuit  by 
bath  owners.  Mike  Crowley,  an  attorney  for 
several  of  the  owners  said  that  the  ordinance 
does  not  represent  a  compromise  with  the 
city,  however.  In  fact,  Crowley  said,  “At 
some  point,  the  constitutional  issues  in  the 
ordinance  will  probably  be  litigated.” 

One  bath  owner  added  that  the  message  of 
the  new  law  is  that  “all  sex  equals  death." 

— Chris  Nealon 

New  ACT  UP  chapter 
targets  bishop 

SPRINGFIELD — Massachusetts'  newest 
ACT  UP  chapter,  ACT  UP/Westem  Mass., 
has  launched  its  first  action:  a  campaign 
against  the  Catholic  bishop  in  Springfield. 

Bishop  Maguire  drew  AIDS  activists'  ire 
last  September  when  he  joined  other 
Massachusetts  bishops  in  publicly 
denouncing  a  pro-condom  campaign  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  and  AIDS 
service  organizations.  The  bishops’  press 
conference  contributed  to  the  controversy 
over  the  public  service  message,  and  as  a 
result,  transit  systems  in  Worcester  and 
Lowell  rejected  the  ads,  which  were  to  have 
been  displayed  on  buses.  In  Western 
Massachusetts,  a  coalition  of  gay, 
progressive,  and  business  groups  convinced 


the  Pioneer  Valley  Transit  Authority  to 
display  the  pro-condom  message,  despite  the 
objections  of  Springfield’s  mayor  and  the 
city’s  Catholic  bishop.  (See  GCN,  Sept.  30, 
1990). 

In  December,  the  newly-formed  ACT  UP 
chapter  sent  more  than  200  holiday  greeting 
cards  to  Maguire’s  residence  in  Springfield, 
urging  him  to  soften  his  opposition  to 
condom  use.  “Bishop  Maguire  has  a  moral 
responsibility  to  endorse  a  public 
information  campaign  that  is  designed  to 
save  lives,”  ACT  UP  said  in  a  statement. 
“Condom  use  is  essential  to  preventing  the 
spread  of  HIV.” 

ACT  UP  members  said  they  targeted  the 
bishop  “because  of  the  great  influence 
Bishop  Maguire  and  the  Catholic  Church 
hold  over  services  (hospitals,  drug  treatment 
centers,  etc.).” 

— Laura  Briggs 

Boston  to  host  women 
and  AIDS  conference 

BOSTON — The  Third  New  England 
Conference  on  Women  and  AIDS  will  be 
held  here  April  19-20.  The  conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  and  the  Boston  AIDS  Consortium,  is 
expected  to  attract  about  1000  activists, 
researchers,  and  service  providers. 

The  conference  will  examine  and  discuss 
strategies  for  addressing  women’s  issues. 
Proposed  topic  areas  include:  Living  with 
HIV,  Education/Outreach/Prevention, 
Epidemiology,  Health  Care,  and 
Politics/Policy. 

For  more  information  or  to  request 
registration  materials,  contact:  Women  & 
AIDS  Conference  Coordinator,  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  (617)  267-0900. 

— Laura  Briggs 


(l-r)  Marc  Anderson  and  Jeffrey  Grubb 


Lawsuit  charges 
government  agents 
with  gay-bashing 

NEW  YORK — A  recently  filed  lawsuit 
charges  that  three  employees  of  the  U.S. 
Drug  Enforcement  Agency  (DEA)  gay- 
bashed  two  men  in  November  of  1988.  The 
suit  against  the  U.S.  government  and  the 
individuals  accused  of  gay-bashing  was 
brought  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
Project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU)  and  the  New  York  Civil 
Liberties  Union. 

According  to  the  suit,  Marc  Anderson  and 
Jeffrey  Grubb  were  savagely  beaten  by  the 
three  DEA  agents  after  a  minor  traffic 
accident  in  which  the  couple’s  motorcycle 
skidded  into  an  unmarked,  parked  sedan 
used  by  the  DEA  agents.  Grubb  and 
Anderson  were  both  beaten  in  the  face,  head, 
back,  chest  and  stomach,  and  required 
medical  treatment  following  the  incident, 
according  to  the  ACLU.  The  federal  agents, 
Dennis  Branen,  Ross  Kindestin,  and  Ed 
Wisniefski,  also  allegedly  called  the  two  men 
“faggots"  and  used  other  derogatory 
language  while  beating  them.  The  agents 
arrested  Grubb  and  Anderson,  but  all  charges 
were  later  dismissed. 

The  suit  seeks  $1.5  million  in  damages  for 
verbal  and  physical  assault,  as  well  as  false 
arrest  and  imprisonment 

Anderson  and  Grubb  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  Justice  Department  against  the  three 
agents,  but  the  government  declined  to 
pursue  criminal  charges.  “It  is  not  surprising 
that  the  government  did  not  press  charges 
against  the  agents,"  said  Bill  Rubenstein  of 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Project  of  the 
ACLU.  “The  government  rarely  prosecutes 
its  own  employees." 

Rubenstein  said  that  the  incident  was 
particularly  disturbing  in  light  of  the  Justice 
Department’s  new  responsibility  to  collect 
statistics  on  hate  crimes  against  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  following  the  passage  last  year  of 
the  national  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act. 
“How  can  we  expect  to  curb  the  tide  of 
hatred  in  our  society  when  our  government’s 
own  agents  are  contributing  to  it?”  he  said. 

— Laura  Briggs 
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VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


serving  the  gay/ lesbian  community  since  1971 


FENWAY  J 
COMMUNITY  HI 
HEALTH  CENTER 


General  Medicine  ♦  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty/voice 
6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900X252 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


FOR  WOMEN 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  iinens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 
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Violence  And  Abuse 

are  not  just  straight  problems. 
Lovers  curse  each  other,  get 
beaten  up,  put  each  other  ’ 
down,  too.  Your  relationship 
doesn’t  have  to  be  filled  with  « 
fear  and  frustration . 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

5%  Tremont  Street,  Boston  ' 
437-9643  •  ✓ 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
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Challenging  the  push  for 
gay  rights  in  the  military 

A  gay  writer  —  and  former  marine  -  calls  on  lesbian  and  gay 
military  rights  activists  to  examine  larger  isuues  about  the 
military  itself 


By  John  Zeh 

NEW  YORK — As  the  United  States 
totters  on  the  brink  of  war  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  a  pacifist  publication  is  highlighting  the 
story  of  a  gay  ex-Green  Beret  who 
challenges  gay  people's  demands  to  be 
allowed  to  serve  in  the  military. 

Jay  Hatheway,  who  served  in  the  U.S. 
Marines  from  1971  to  1974  before  being 
booted  out,  criticizes  gay  and  lesbian 
activists  for  not  questioning  “the  uses  to 
which  the  military  is  put”  His  chapter  from 
the  recent  book.  My  Country,  My  Right  to 
Serve:  Experiences  of  Gay  Men  and  Women 
in  the  Military ,  is  featured  in  the  current 
issue  of  The  Nonviolent  Activist. 

Hatheway  discusses  the  recent  heightened 
challenges  to  the  presence  of  the  Reserve 
Officers  Training  Corp  (ROTC)  on 
campuses.  Gay  activists  have  criticized  the 
U.S.  military’s  and,  by  extension,  ROTC’s 
ban  on  gay  men  and  lesbians.  However,  said 
Hatheway,  those  activists  “have  lost  sight”  of 
the  armed  forces’  mission,  “one  of  which  is 
to  secure  the  imperial  interests  of  the  U.S. 
both  at  home  and  abroad.” 

In  Panama,  Vietnam,  Korea,  Grenada,  the 
Middle  East  and  elsewhere,  the  U.S. 
“attempted  to  impose  its  political  will 
through  a  demonstration  of  armed  might,” 
said  Hatheway.  He  added  that,  “Far  from 
being  a  catalyst  for  liberty  and  democracy, 
[military  intervention]  has  only  masked  the 
opposite  reality  of  oppression  and  terror.” 

Hatheway  writes  that  issues  raised  about 
military  access  lead  to  “serious  moral 
dilemmas,”  and  proclaims  that  being  denied 
entrance  to  a  national  institution  because  of 


sexual  orientation  “is  unjust  and  of  dubious 
constitutional  merit.”  However,  he 
concludes,  “to  willingly  struggle  for 
acceptance  by  the  nation’s  primary  tool  of 
oppression  runs  counter  to  the  origins  of 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation.” 

The  Nonviolent  Activist  is  a  monthly 
magazine  published  by  the  War  Resisters 
League  (WRL)  in  New  York.  WRL  was 
founded  in  1923  to  engage  in  pacifist  war 
resistance  and  support  conscientious 
objectors.  On  Jan.  15,  WRL  will  kick  off  its 
Alternative  Revenue  Service  (ARS) 
campaign  to  demand  more  federal  money  for 
critical  societal  needs,  such  as  AIDS,  instead 
of  war.  That  date  is  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.’s 
birthday  —  as  well  as  the  United  Nation’s 
deadline  for  Saddam  Hussein’s  forces  to 
leave  Kuwait.  A  protest,  which  may  include 
civil  disobedience,  will  be  held  at  8:00  a.m. 
outside  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  in 
Washington  (1111  Constitution  Avenue, 
N.W.). 

“Let’s  begin  a  peace  offensive  on  that 
day,”  said  Sam  Diener  of  D.C.’s  WRL 
chapter. 

Fifty  percent  of  all  tax  dollars  collected  go 
to  pay  for  past  and  present  military 
operations,  charged  veteran  gay  peace 
activist  David  McReynolds.  “The  integrity  of 
this  government  is  in  tatters,”  he  said. 

“Because  Bush  is  busy  trying  to  prove 
how  macho  he  is,”  echoed  Diener,  “he’s 
willing  to  see  tens  of  thousands  of  young 
people  killed  —  not  to  mention  tens  or 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  civilians  in  the 
Middle  East  —  to  defend  the  patriarchy  and 
big  corporations.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


Last  month,  New  York  activists  gathered  outside  of  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral  to  protest  against  the  Catholic 
Church's  interference  in  health  politics 

ACT  UP/D.C.  goes  to 
church 


A  small  demo  calls  attention  to  a  local  Catholic  church's 
ouster  of  a  PWA  ministry,  and  celebrants  react  violently 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON — A  unique  Christmas 
morning  mass  was  disrupted  when  six 
members  of  ACT  UP/DC  challenged 
conservatives  who  had  pressured  their 
downtown  Catholic  church  to  evict  a  national 
AIDS  ministry’s  prayer  meetings  for  people 
with  HIV  infection. 

ACT  UP  had  planned  a  silent  protest  to 
contrast  the  expulsion  of  Damian  Ministries 
by  St.  Mary’s  Church  with  the  charitable 
sentiments  associated  with  the  holidays,  said 
ACT  UP’s  Robert  Wamock. 

Outside  the  Chinatown  church,  ACT  UP 
members  distrubuted  leaflets  that  read,  “We 
do  not  seek  to  denigrate  today’s  service,  only 
to  point  out  that  the  message  of  your  faith 
surely  cannot  be  served  by  denying  a  place  in 
you  churca  and  your  hearts  for  a  person  with 
AIDS.” 

“Our  intention  is  not  to  ruin  anyone’s 
Christmas,”  said  ACT  UP’s  Stephen  Smith. 

"We  want  to  force  the  issue  out  into  the 
•» 

open. 

Inside,  a  parishioner  coming  from 
Communion  slapped  ACT  UP  video grapher 


Tim  McCarthy  who  was  taping  the  service, 
prompting  the  activists  to  make  their 
presence  felt  by  standing  in  the  pews  and 
holding  posters  that  said  “AIDS  won’t  wait.” 

The  half  dozen  protesters  left  silently,  but 
four  ushers  and  Mass  celebrants  shouted 
“Satan”  at  McCarthy,  “descending  on  him, 
beating  him,  and  knocking  him  to  the  ground 
amid  the  crash  of  banks  of  devotional 
candles,  said  Wamock. 

Police  officers  refused  to  press  charges 
against  the  parishioners  despite  McCarthy’s 
demands.  The  Rev.  Aldo  Petrini,  St.  Mary’s 
presiding  pastor  at  the  service,  labeled  claims 
of  a  beating  “ridiculous.” 

It  was  Petrini  who  notified  Damian 
Ministries  founder  Lou  Tesconi  in  early 
December  that  his  order  was  being  ousted. 

Over  six  weeks,  conservative  participants 
in  St.  Mary’s  Tridentine  Mass,  the  region’s 
only  service  celebrated  in  Latin,  had  lobbied 
officials  of  the  Catholic  Archdiocese  and  the 
Vatican  for  Damian’s  expulsion.  They 
packed  collection  baskets  with  irate  notes, 
implying  withdrawal  of  key  financial 
support.  Collections  from  people  at  the 

Continued  on  page  7 


Dukakis  signs  Mass,  hate 
crimes  bill 


BOSTON — In  one  of  his  final  acts  as  governor,  Michael  Dukakis  signed  the  Hate  Crimes 
Reporting  Bill  into  law  Dec  28.  The  ceremony  was  attended  by  gay  rights  activists,  members 
of  the  Greater  Boston  Civil  Rights  Coalition  (GBCRC),  and  legislators  who  supported  the 
bill,  including  sponsors  Sen.  William  Golden  (D-Weymouth)  and  Rep.  Augusto  Grace  (D- 
Burlington). 

The  new  law  requires  state  law  enforcement  officials  to  collect  statistics  on  criminal  acts 
that  “deprive  another  person  of  his  [sic]  constitutional  rights  by  threats,  intimidation,  or 
coercion."  It  also  mandates  training  of  state  police  in  recognition  of  hate  crimes.  (See  GCN, 
Dec.  23). 

‘The  passage  of  this  act  is  tremendous  victory  for  the  GBCRC  and  for  the  civil  rights 
community  statewide,"  said  Sally  Greenberg  of  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  Brith, 
who  lobbied  for  the  bill.  “We  have  been  working  for  four  year  to  make  reporting  of  hate 
crimes  a  state  responsibility  and  now  it  is  a  reality,"  said  Greenberg. 

The  law  will  go  into  effect  90  days  after  the  date  of  the  signing. 

(Pictured  left  to  right  David  Ledonne,  Andrew  Held,  Diane  Wilkerson,  Rep.  Gloria  Fox, 
Sen.  Lois  Pines,  Dukakis,  David  LaFontaine,  Golden.) 

— Laura  Briggs 

Boston  to  develop  city¬ 
wide  initiative  for 


housing  for  PWAs 

Mayor  Ray  Flynn  holds  a  joint  press  conference  with  AIDS 
u.  activists  and  advocates 


<  By  Ed  Boyce 

^  BOSTON — Following  weeks  of 

®  discussion  between  ACT  UP/Boston  and  city 
§  officials,  Boston  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn  held 
5;  a  press  conference  jointly  with  ACT  UP  and 
8j  several  other  AIDS  organizations  Dec.  21  to 
2  announce  his  intentions  to  develop  a  new 
city-wide  initiative  for  housing  people  with 
a  AIDS. 

In  the  press  conference,  Flynn  announced 
that  he  will  appoint  a  task  force  on  housing 
for  PWAs  within  three  weeks  of  the  press 
conference.  “The  task  force  will  be 
comprised  of  city  officials,  several  of  the 
organizations  working  on  the  AIDS  issue, 
and  people  with  AIDS  themselves,”  said 
Flynn,  adding,  “I  hope  to  appoint  a  person 
with  AIDS  as  co-chair  of  the  task  force.” 

ACT  UP,  which  was  represented  by  Peter 
Medoff,  lauded  the  mayor  for  making 
housing  for  PWAs  a  priority  and  setting  a 
time  table  for  devising  a  strategy  to 
accomplish  this  goal.  “We  look  foward  to  a 
comprehensive  [housing]  initiative,  one 
which  targets  specific  goals  for  new 
construction  and  set-asides  by  the  end  of 
February,”  said  Medoff,  referring  to  the  late 
February  date  when  the  yet  to  be  appointed 
task  force  is  due  to  deliver  its 
recommendations  to  Flynn. 

Speaking  of  the  urgency  of  the  need  for 
housing  for  PWAs,  Medoff  pointed  out  that  a 
high  percentage  of  the  homeless  are  infected 
with  HTV.  “The  state  Department  of  Public 
Health  currently  estimates  over  5,000  people 
infected  with  the  AIDS  virus  [in 
Massachusetts].  Yet  estimates  place  the 
percentage  of  shelter  residents  infected  at  up 
to  50  percent”  said  Medoff. 

According  to  Flynn,  the  task  force  is 
“charged  with  identifying  available  funding 
at  the  state  and  federal  levels  and  identifying 
the  diversity  of  the  population  [of  PWAs]  and 
their  special  needs  so  that  we  can  set 
appropriate  goals  for  our  work.” 

Flynn  also  took  the  opportunity  to  mention 
36  housing  units  for  PWAs  that  will  be 
available  in  the  near  future  and  to  point  out 
several  other  initiatives. 


“The  new  Weld  administration  will  be  in 
receipt  of  Boston’s  application  for  additional 
scatter  site  housing  and  congregate  housing 
for  women  with  AIDS  and  their  children  and 
for  persons  with  AIDS  who  are  also  afflicted 
with  mental  illness,”  said  Flynn.  “And,  just 
as  importantly,  the  Boston  Fair  Housing 
Commission  stands  ready  to  pursue  any 
housing  discrimination  against  persons  with 
AIDS,”  he  added. 

According  to  ACT  UP,  the  activists  met 
with  Flynn’s  policy  director,  Neil  Sullivan, 
who  said  that  administration  would  appoint  a 
PWA  as  the  mayor’s  new  policy  advisor. 
The  Mayor’s  former  policy  advisor  on  AIDS 
resigned  last  summer. 

However,  Flynn  did  not  confirm  this 
information  at  the  press  conference.  “We 
think  it  is  very  significant  that  Mayor  Flynn 
is  considering  appointing  a  person  infected 
with  HIV  as  his  new  AIDS  advisor,”  said 
Medoff.  “This  is  important,  not  just  because 
of  its  symbolic  value,  but  because  AIDS  has 
become  more  than  a  medical  issue;  it 
involves  services,  housing,  access,  and  issues 
of  dignity  that  only  a  person  living  with 
AIDS  can  fully  appreciate.” 

According  to  an  ACT  UP  press  release, 
ACT  UP  will  be  pressing  the  Flynn 
administration  to  pursue  sseveral  goals, 
which  include:  finding  750  units  of  housing 
for  PWAs  in  1991;  setting  aside  5  percent  of 
all  new  housing  in  Boston  for  PWAs,  and 
linking  services  with  all  new  housing  so  that 
people  with  special  needs  for  treatment, 
support  or  supervision  can  be  served. 

Flynn  also  announced  at  the  press 
conference  that  Boston  has  submitted  its 
application  for  the  $975,000  offered  as  part 
of  the  Comprehensive  AIDS  Resources  Act 
of  1990,  also  known  as  the  “Ryan  White 
Bill.”  Flynn  lamented  Congress’s  drastically 
cutting  the  original  amount  of  funding. 
“Unfortunately,  the  Congress  later  dramatically 
underfunded  the  legislation,"  he  said. 
“Nonetheless,  we  must  do  the  best  we  can  with 
the  limited  funds  provided  and  welcome  the 
federal  government,  at  long  last,  to  this 

Continued  on  page  7 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices”  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to 
send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed 
within  our  pages.  We  welcome  all 
contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed 
on  a  space  available  basis  only.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for  length 
and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the  author. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  Intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Out”  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be 
able  to  contact  you  easily  -  please 
enclose  your  name,  address,  and  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or  article. 
Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out, 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Thank  you  all 

Dear  GCN: 

Speaking  for  myself,  I’d  like  to  thank 
every  member  of  GCN's  staff  for  all  you 
have  done  for  prisoners  and  those  from  the 
community  as  well.  You’ve  helped  many 
people  get  together  for  every  reason,  whether 
it  was  for  love  or  just  pen  pals,  you’ve  been 
the  one  to  make  it  all  happen  for  us. 

I  can  truly  imagine  it’s  all  very  difficult  for 
you  just  the  same.  But  if  we  look  around  us 
real  well,  we  can  be  very  thankful  for  all  the 
wonderful  joys  and  blessing  we’ve 
accomplished  in  our  journey  forward.  Mike, 
as  the  primary  manager  of  the  Prisoner 
Project  you  have  given  inmates  (as  myself) 
the  meaning  and  purpose  to  keep  our  chins 
up  and  stay  strong.  Now  in  this  time  of 
illness,  I  (we)  ask  you  to  do  the  same  (for 
us),  we  are  fighting  with  you! 

We  love  you  and  pray  for  you  to  get  well! ! 

Friends, 
Mike  Hoff 

Imagine  my  surprise! 

Dear  GCN: 

Hurray  for  Maida  Tilchen’s  (GCN,  Dec.  9- 
15,  1990)  refreshing  and  succinct  take  on 
Holly  Near’s  sexual  identity!  To  wit:  “Holly’s 
resistance  to  the  use  of  the  term  ‘bisexual’ 
seems  either  bi-phobic  or  uninformed. ..I 
don’t  know  why  she  is  unaware  that 
bisexuals  may  share  the  political,  if  not 
sexual,  ideals  of  lesbian  feminism.’’ 

I  first  met  Holly  in  the  early  1970s  when 
my  band,  the  New  Harmony  Sisterhood  Band 
shared  a  gig  with  her  in  the  then-Cambridge 
Red  Bookstore  basement.  I  asked  her  to 
contribute  to  our  women’s  songbook.  All  Our 
Lives.  She  said  that  she  didn’t  sing  “women’s 
songs”  because  she  saw  other  struggles  as 
more  important.  But  she  was  writing 
women’s  songs,  even  though  she  didn't 
choose  to  label  them  that.  When  she  came  out 
in  1976,  “Imagine  my  surprise..." 

I  respect  Holly’s  dedication  and  work 
immensely,  but  I  can’t  help  feeling  a  bit  of 
deja  vu  with  her  reluctance  to  invoke  the 
"eighties"  meaning  of  bisexual.  We  bisexual 
feminists  would  hope  that  our  last  eight  years 
of  organizing  have  reached  her  and  many 
others.  Thank  you,  Maida! 

In  harmony  &  sisterhood, 
Marcia  Deihl 
Cambridge,  Mass 

‘Miss  Saigon’ 

Dear  GCN  : 

1  am  writing  regarding  an  upcoming  1991 
fund  raiser  by  Lambda  Legal  Defense  & 
Education  Fund  (LLDEF).  I  am  also 
concerned  about  alleged  similar 


circumstances  with  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Center  (LGCC). 

Each  of  these  organizations  have  two 
things  in  common.  They  serve  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  and  they  have  purchased 
blocks  of  seats  to  the  upcoming  Broadway 
play — Miss  Saigon — for  the  benefit  of  the 
respective  organizations. 

Historically,  organizations  such  as  the 
Asian  American  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  (AALDEF)  have  made  great 
strides  in  publicizing  the  fact  that  Miss 
Saigon  has  racist  and  sexist  overtones  as  well 
as  exposing  the  production’s  discriminatory 
hiring  policies.  They  have  organized  the 
community  and  were  part  of  the  instrument  to 
call  upon  the  City’s  Commission  on  Human 
Rights  to  hold  hearing  regarding  the  theater 
industry’s  hiring  policies.  As  it  was  explained 
to  me,  this  play  is  based  on  Madame 
Butterfly — a  stereotypical  discriminatory 
western  concept  of  Asians  and  Pacific 
Islanders  (A&PI). 

The  lesbian  and  gay  community  is  no 
stranger  to  public  outcries.  LLDEF  and 
LGCC  are  no  strangers  to  such  practices.  So 
why  then  are  these  organizations  forsaking 
and  ignoring  A&PI  public  outcries  of  racism 
and  sexism  towards  the  A&PI  community 
particularly  when  a  portion  of  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  is  A&PI?  Are  these 
organizations  perpetuating  the  myth?  It 
seems  like  it! 

In  essence,  they  are  telling  me  that  they 
condone  plays  of  this  nature  and  have 
demonstrated  their  willingness  to  accept 
discriminatory  acts  towards  A&PIs  and  the 
women  of  these  communities.  As  an  A&PI 
lesbian,  I  am  appalled  by  the  insensitivity 
LLDEF  has  displayed  by  purchasing  seats  to 
Miss  Saigon  for  a  major  fund  raiser.  As  I 
understand  it,  although  LGCC  has  not 
finalized  plans  for  their  ticket  distribution, 
this  does  not  discount  the  fact  that  they  have 
sought  out  and  purchased  tickets  to  support  a 
play  whose  content  is  discriminatory. 

Since  the  dramatic  increase  in  anti-Asian 
violence  over  the  past  years — predominantly 
in  urban  areas  like  New  York  and  Los 
Angeles,  I  would  have  hoped  that  my  affiliate 
(lesbian  and  gay)  community  would  be 
empathetic  to  the  A&PI  struggle.  Our 
communities  have  similarities  when  it  comes 
to  discrimination.  As  an  A&PI  who  has 
worked  with  local  and  national  A&PI 
communities  to  combat  homophobia  and  as  a 
lesbian  who  has  worked  with  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  attempting  to  dispel  the 
“Model  Minority”  myth,  I  fear  that 
involvement  by  lesbian  and  gay  A&PIs  will 
wain  from  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
because  of  the  insensitivity  shown  by  these 
organizations. 

As  a  Human  Rights  Specialist  for  the  City, 
I  have  investigated  many  cases  involving 
sexual  orientation,  gender,  race  and  the 
disability  of  AIDS.  In  my  working 
environment,  I  have  worked  with  each  of 
these  groups  extensively.  It  truly  saddens  me 
that  they  can  support  a  racist  and  sexist 
production.  It  also  concerns  me  that  they  are 
displaying  a  double  standard  when  it  comes 
to  discrimination.  If  they  can  condone  a  play 
of  this  nature  and  the  hiring  practices 
associated  with  it,  then,  I  feel  that  they  must 
carry  a  very  dim  view  of  A&PIs  in  general. 
Therefore,  as  an  A&PI  lesbian,  they  have  not 
shown  me  nor  my  community  any  respect. 

Despite  LLDEF  office  locations  in  two 
major  cities  (New  York  and  Los  Angeles) 
where  the  largest  A&PI  communities  are 
domiciled,  sources  have  indicated  that  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  clear  record  of  any 
service  provided  by  LLDEF  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  Asian  and  Pacific  Island  community. 

I  call  on  LLDEF  and  LGCC  to  come 
forward  to  respond  their  insensitive  actions 
by  addressing  these  issues  in  an  open  forum. 
I  also  call  upon  these  organizations  to 
provide  an  explanation  the  disenfranchised 
segments  of  their  community — including 
L&G  A&PIs.  However,  if  these  organizations 
continue  with  their  'Miss  Saigon'  ticket 
distribution  efforts — thereby  displaying  a 
position  of  anti-Asian  bias,  I  then  call  on  all 
lesbian  and  gay  A&PIs  and  non-A&PIs  who 
are  against  discriminatory  practices  to 
boycott  LLDEF  and  LGCC. 

Our  numbers  may  seem  small  in  nature, 
but  our  will  is  great. 

Jomal 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Understand  gay  people 

Dear  GCN: 

I'm  a  prisoner.  I  would  like  to  get 
information  about  the  Gay  Community  News 
subscription.  I  don’t  have  too  much  money 
but  if  I  can  get  a  reasonable  price  I  would  like 
to  subscribe  to  your  weekly  publication.  I  am 
not  gay  but  I  had  experience  making  love  to  a 
gay  guy  and  I  love  him.  I  would  like  to  get  to 
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supply  me  with  an  address  to  someone  who 
can  help  me  understand  more  about  gay 
people  I  would  appreciate  it  Thank  you  for 
your  time  and  help  and  ‘God  Bless  you’. 

Sincerely 

Miguel  Tejeda 
88.  A.  2880 
Attica,  NY  1404-0149 

Being  gay  and  HIV  positive  in 
prison 

Dear  GCN : 

I  am  a  gay  white  male  who  is  HIV 
positive  in  the  New  York  State  prison 
system. 

In  August  of  1987,  I  was  tested  at  the 
Syracuse  Medical  Center  for  the  AIDS  virus. 
Eight  weeks  later  I  got  the  results.  I  was 
positive  for  the  AIDS  virus.  My  life  up  to 
this  point  had  been  hell.  Why  you  may  ask 
yourself,  because  being  gay  in  an  anti-gay 
prison  seems  like  the  way  the  bible  describes 
hell,  being  pushed  around,  forced  to  give  up 
what  little  material  things  we  have  (clothes, 
food,  cigarettes,  etc.).  We  have  been  forced 
into  sexual  intercourse  (raped,  abused,  etc.). 
This  is  hell  for  gay  prisoners,  but  being  gay 
and  HTV  positive  in  New  York  State  Prison 
makes  one  wonder  if  there  is  a  god. 

Finding  out  that  you  are  positive  for  the 
AIDS  virus  in  prison  is  like  one  of  your 
worst  nightmares  come  true.  Other  prisoners 
don’t  understand  or  care,  they  only  look  at 
you  as  being  a  threat.  So  how  do  they  deal 
with  a  gay  man  who  is  HTV  positive?  They 
drop  threatening  notes,  bum  out  your  cell 
and  even  call  you  an  AIDS  infested  faggot. 
On  several  occasions  I  have  seen  gay  men 
getting  cut  because  they  refuse  to  go  into  the 
Special  Housing  Unit  and  these  gay  men 
were  positive  for  the  AIDS  virus. 

The  administration  in  all  the  prisons  I’ve 
been  in  (Attica,  Comstock,  Auburn,  Elmira, 
Clinton  Main,  and  Clinton  Annex),  hold  little 
concern  if  any  for  gay  prisoners  who  have 
AIDS.  Why?  Because  they  see  us  as  a 
disgrace  and  a  waste  of  human  life,  so  we 
gay  prisoners  who  are  HIV  positive  are 
fighting  three  wars;  our  illness,  our  fellow 
inmates,  and  the  administration  staff. 

We  gay  prisoners  who  have  AIDS  in  the 
New  York  State  prison  system  receive  very 
little  medical,  mental,  or  educational  help. 
No  one  can  understand  how  a  gay  person 
feels  when  he  or  she  is  told  he  has  tested 
positive  for  the  AIDS  virus.  Who  does  he 
turn  to,  a  fellow  inmate,  a  high  school 
graduate  correctional  officer,  a  nurse,  or 
doctor  who  could  care  less  or  a  psychiatrist 
who  believes  that  psychedelic  drugs  cure 
everything?  There  is  no  one  in  the  New  York 
State  prison  system  that  a  gay  man  who  is 
positive  for  the  AIDS  virus  can  turn  to,  but 
thanks  to  Michael  Wiseman,  John  Beck  and 
William  Reid  from  the  Legal  Aid  Society, 
things  may  be  changing. 

The  Legal  Aid  Society  has  filed  a  class 
action  law  suit  against  the  state  of  New  York 
and  the  Department  of  Corrections  because 
they  care  about  us. 

We  gay  prisoners  with  the  AIDS  vims 
need  the  help  and  support  of  our  gay  brothers 
and  sisters  in  the  free  world. 

We  need  your  love  and  concern  to  help  us 
survive  this  battle.  If  the  Legal  Aid  Society 
can  make  an  effort  to  help  us,  why  can’t  each 
and  every  one  of  you  lend  a  helping  hand? 

From  a  concerned  gay  prisoner  who  has 
AIDS, 

Timothy  Manus 

85-A-8326 

Send  me  an  itemized  account 

[This  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  the 
executive  director  of  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fundi ] 

Dear  Tim  McFeeley: 

My  Speak  Out  enrollment  is  up  for 
renewal  and  I’ve  been  struggling  over  what 
to  do  for  weeks  now.  I’ve  finally  arrived  at  a 
position  I’m  satisfied  with. 

First,  let  me  say.  I’m  quite  appreciative  of 
your  organization  for  allowing  my  voice  to 
be  heard  on  critical  lesbian  and  gay  issues  on 
Capital  Hill.  (I  even  received  a  letter  from  a 
senator  in  response  to  a  telegram/letter  you 
sent  in  my  name  re:  NEA  funding  of 
“homoerotic"  art).  Thank  you.  I  am  truly 
opposed  to  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference  and  censorship  in  any  form. 

Which  brings  me  to  my  conflict  about 
recent  actions  your  organization  has  taken: 

I  understand  that  you  recently  held  a 
function  to  honor  Boo  Price  and  Lisa  Vogel, 
owners  of  the  Michigan  Wimmin’s  Music 
Festival — with  a  Human  Rights  award. 

I  personally  have  been  a  worker  at  their 
festival  for  a  number  of  years.  The  fact  that 
they  do  not  pay  the  majority  of  their  workers 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Get  your  queer  selves  down  to  D.C. 


By  Jim  Brown,  Kay  Diaz, 

Mary  Ann  Kopydlowski,  Tatiana  Schreiber 

We  are  writing  as  a  newly-formed  affinity 
group  urging  the  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual 
community  to  oppose  U.S.  intervention  in  the 
Middle  East.  We  approach  our  participation 
in  the  anti-war  movement  from  dual 
sensibilities. 

One  is  our  moral  outrage  (as  adults  who 
ought  to  know  better)  at  President  Bush’s 
willingness  to  sacrifice  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  US  soldiers  (82  have  died  in  accidents  in 
the  Gulf  as  of  this  writing),  as  well  as  the 
countless  numbers  of  Arabs  and  others  who 
already  have  died  and  will  die  in  the 
catastrophic  war  to  come.  Bush’s  apparent 
fervor  for  war,  above  and  beyond  that  of  any 
other  country  participating  in  the  multi¬ 
national  forces,  and  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  subverts  true  democracy  here  at 
home. 

We  believe  that  the  war  is  neither  about 
protecting  democracy  in  the  Middle  East,  nor 
about  oil,  but  about  U.S.  control  over  the 
region.  The  war  has  “conveniently”  dashed 
any  hopes  for  a  peace  dividend  or,  in  fact,  a 
peace  economy  that  would  be  based  on 
providing  for  the  health  and  well-being  of  all 
people. 

We  also  participate  in  the  movement  as 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  have  been  fighting 
for  our  own  liberation  and  that  of  other 
marginalized  communities.  We  will  not  be 
invisible  within  this  nascent  anti-war 
movement!  We  demand  this,  not  to  be 
divisive,  but  because  we  know  that  an 
inclusive  movement  is  a  stronger  movement. 
And  we  are  in  this  for  the  long  haul. 

We  remember  the  words  of  Simon  Nkoli,  a 
Black  gay  South  African  activist  fighting  for 
the  liberation  of  that  country.  When  he 
decided  to  come  out  to  fellow  anti-apartheid 
activists,  he  thought  to  himself,  “What  will 
people  think  if  they  know  I’m  a  gay  person? 
I’d  better  fight  against  apartheid  in  a  hidden 
way.”  But  then  he  realized  the  danger  in  that 
line  of  thinking.  People  would  ask,  “What 
did  you  do  to  bring  about  change  in  this 
country,  where  were  you  during  the  battle?” 
Nkoli  said  that  it  would  be  foolish  to  answer, 
“We  were  with  you,  but  we  didn’t  want  you 
to  know  that  we  were  there.” 

The  same  elites:  the  same  President,  the 
same  Supreme  Court,  the  same  military,  the 
same  big  business,  the  same  media — that 


silence  us,  label  us  defective,  censor  us, 
criminalize  our  sexuality,  harass  us, 
discriminate  against  us  and,  finally,  kill  us 
— are  responsible  for  whipping  up  the  current 
war  frenzy.  They  do  this  by  demonizing, 
degrading  and  disregarding  the  lives  of  all 
those  who  are  different. 

Gay  liberation  is  one  of  the  strongest 
movements  of  the  day.  We  have  taken  great 
strides.  We  still  have  so  much  more  work  to 
do.  Unfortunately,  war  is  upon  us,  and  we  are 
setting  aside  some  of  our  work  to  help  stop  it. 
Gay  people  have  historically  been  central  to 
all  movements  for  social  change;  indeed,  past 
peace  and  non-intervention  movements. 
Let’s  liven  up  the  anti-war  movement  with 
some  gay  camp,  some  lesbian  subversiveness 
and  some  bisexual  bridging! 

Speaking  of  bridges,  you  may  have  heard 
that  two  dates  have  been  called  for  national 
marches  on  Washington — January  19th  and 
26th — protesting  U.S.  intervention  in  the 
Gulf.  We  are  disappointed  that  the  two 
coalitions,  the  Coalition  to  Stop  U.S. 
Intervention  in  the  Middle  East  (19th)  and 
the  National  Campaign  for  Peace  in  the 
Middle  East  (26th),  could  not  agree  on  one 
date  for  a  march.  We  have  been  talking  to 
people  organizing  for  both  dates  in  the 
Boston  area.  We  have  decided  to  support 
both  efforts. 

Based  on  our  conversations  with  local 
organizers,  we  (humbly  and  respectfully) 
suggest  that  there  are  problems  with  the 
politics  and  process  of  both  local  coalitions. 
There  are  also  good  reasons  to  support  each. 
(We  haven’t  talked  to  national  representatives 
of  either  group.) 

The  local  19th  Coalition  appears  to  be 
more  welcoming  to  African-Americans  and 
Latinos.  This  seems  to  be  true  because  the 
19th  speaks  more  directly  about  the  “war  at 
home.”  That  is,  the  economic  war,  the 
violence  in  our  communities,  AIDS, 
homelessness,  inadequate  housing  and 
healthcare,  and  the  deteriorating 
infrastructure.  There  are,  however,  concerns 
that  the  19th  group  is  not  a  true  coalition,  but 
is  primarily  led  by  the  Worker’s  World 
Party/All  People’s  Congress. 

This  group  does  not  condemn  the  Iraqi 
invasion  of  Kuwait.  They  oppose  sanctions 
of  all  kinds,  and  see  these  as  acts  of  war.  The 
date,  January  19th,  was  chosen  to  coincide 
with  the  commemoration  of  Martin  Luther 
King’s  birthday  precisely  because  he  would 


be  leading  this  peace  movement  if  he  were 
alive. 

The  local  26th  Coalition  appears  to  be  a 
broader  coalition  of  peace  and  justice  groups 
that  have  been  working  on  both  domestic  and 
international  issues  for  many  years.  They 
chose  a  later  date  for  a  march  in  order  to 
have  more  time  to  organize,  particularly 
among  students.  They  also  wanted  to  support 
local  events  in  celebration  of  King’s  birthday. 
There  are,  however,  concerns  that  this  group 
is  primarily  white,  although  there  is  a  good 
representation  of  Arab  American  and 
Palestinian  solidarity  groups. 

The  local  leadership  comes  primarily  from 
the  Mobilization  for  Survival,  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  and 
SANE/FREEZE.  They  support  sanctions, 
except  for  food  and  medicine,  and  they 
condemn  the  Iraqi  invasion  of  Kuwait.  They 
also  call  on  the  U.S.  government  to 
consistently  oppose  all  occupations  in  the 
Middle  East. 

For  more  information  about  the  two  local 
groups,  call  the  19th  at  (617)  424-1176  and 
the  26th  at  (617)  661-8066. 

At  this  point,  if  we  want  to  stop  the  war,  it 
seems  most  constructive  to  encourage 
everyone  to  go  to  Washington  on  either  or 
both  dates.  We  are  organizing  a  gay  bus  to 
the  march  on  the  26th,  because  it  seems  that 
planning  for  this  date  in  Boston  is  better 
organized.  If  you  want  to  go  down  (to 
Washington)  in  a  bus  full  of  queers,  call  Kay 
at  983-5422  or  Mary  Ann  at  524-6209.  The 
cost  will  be  about  $45  round  trip.  Tickets  will 
also  be  available  at  Glad  Day  Bookstore.  In 
the  event  of  a  shooting  war,  there  will  be  a 
demonstration  at  the  JFK  Federal  Building  in 
downtown  Boston. 

Gather  at  8  a.m.  the  day  after  shooting 
begins.  For  more  info,  call  The  Direct  Action 
Task  Force  at  349-4694. 

The  bottom  line  is  mobilization  against 
U.S.  intervention.  Don’t  let  disunity  between 
the  two  groups  (and  we  haven’t  even 
mentioned  a  third  local  group!)  organizing 
for  the  march  paralyze  you.  We  are  certain  a 
peace  movement  will  only  succeed  if  it  fights 
the  war  at  home  and  the  war  abroad 
simultaneously.  Get  your  queers  selves  down 
to  Washington  and  into  this  movement!! 

We  are  progressive  gay  activists  living  in 
the  Boston  area  forming  a  group  for  future 
actions  opposing  war  and  to  educate 
ourselves  about  the  Middle  East.  Join  us. 


any  money  (some  work  for  over  a  month — 8 
to  16  hours  a  day — seven  days  a  week 
during  the  festival — no  workman’s 
compensation — no  unemployment  benefits 
— no  housing  provided)  would  in  itself  seem 
to  prohibit  your  organization  from  honoring 
these  wimmin  with  a  Human  Rights  award. 
The  fact  that  I  and  other  wimmin  allow 
ourselves  to  be  exploited  to  such  an  extent,  is 
more  a  function  of  the  lack  of  wimmin  only 
space  in  the  world  rather  than  a  desire  to  fill 
Boo  and  Lisa’s  bank  accounts.  (The 
professional  labor  I  did  at  Michigan  ’89 
alone  would  bring  an  estimated  $2,500 
outside  the  festival.)  Boo  and  Lisa  now  own 
a  large  business  due  to  years  of  unpaid 
lesbian  labor. 

However,  the  issue  I  cannot  abide  is  their 
de  facto  policy  banning/censoring  certain 
sexual  practices  from  their  festival  and 
banning  advocates  of  such. 

At  the  1989  festival,  festival  security 
disrupted  a  group  of  over  100  wimmin 
assembled  for  a  Leather  Fashion  Show.  We 
were  ordered  to  disperse.  Though  this  was 
merely  a  pre-planned  fashion  show 
(organized  by  us  S/M  womyn)  we  were  told 
by  festival  security  that  we  could  not 
practice  SM  in  community  space  and  that  all 
festival  property  was  community  space  but 
they  were  not  telling  us  we  couldn’t  do  S/M. 
(Huh???) 

The  wimmin  present — most  used  to  the 
two  last  decades  of  protest  over  various 
forms  of  discrimination  (i.e.  Black  Civil 
Rights,  war(s),  wimmin,  lesbian  and  gay 
issues)  refused  to  move.  We  sat  down, 
locked  arms,  started  singing  protest  songs 
(“We  Shall  Not  Be  Moved”).  Your  basic 
civil  disobedience  protocol.  Apparently,  to 
engage  in  civil  disobedience  in  front  of  the 
Pentagon  is  courageous.  On  wimmin’s  land 
it  is  “rude”  and  “disrespectful”  as  the  festival 
security  spokes  labeled  our  refusal  to  move. 

As  I  was  asked  to  emcee  the  Leather 
Fashion  Show,  I  eventually  stood  up  and 
started  the  event.  Festival  security  tried 
numerous  times  to  interfere,  but  we  playfully 
adapted  (even  entering  her  in  the  show  since 
she  was  in  the  middle  of  our  stage  and  had 


white  leather  on  her  sneakers.  All  contestents 
won  this  event!) 

In  a  letter  a  I  received  from  Lisa  Vogel 
(12/19/89)  I  learned  that  I  would  not  be 
invited  back  to  work  (for  free  for  them  for  a 
month)  because  I  had  started  the  show  (  a 
fashion  show!). 

Another  stated  reason  for  my  banishment 
as  a  worker  was  that  weeks  later,  thousands 
of  miles  away  in  California,  I  was  asked  to 
speak  at  a  workshop  re:  my  personal 
experience  at  Michigan  and  the  S/M  issue.  I 
did — my  journal  notes  in  hand.  Speaking 
about  one’s  documented  experiences  if  it  is 
not  favorable  to  the  owners  is  apparently 
also  grounds  for  banishment  from  the 
Lesbian  Labor  Camp. 

My  understanding  is  that  your 
organization  opposes  gay  exploitation,  fights 
censorship,  upholds  freedom  of  speech  and 
works  for  the  acceptance  of  sexual 
preference.  Clearly  Boo  and  Lisa  have  other 
objectives. 

So,  what  I  have  decided  to  do — because  I 
do  support  your  organization,  but  cannot 
support  exploitation  and  discrimination — is 
to  not  pay  my  contributions  to  the  Speak  Out 
fund  until  the  amount  I  would  have  donated 
equals  the  amount  of  all  the  expenses  your 
organization  spent  on  honoring  the  owners, 
Boo  and  Lisa. 

Please  send  me  an  itemized  account  of 
expenses  and  keep  me  posted  on  how  much 
money  I  would  have  sent  you  for  telegrams. 
I  do  not  support  exploitation  or 
discrimination  of  gays  by  folks  outside  our 
community.  I  certainly  will  not  support  it 
from  within. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  commitment 
of  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights! 

In  hope, 
Raven’Light 
Santa  Rosa,  Calif. 


BLACK  HISTORY 

MONTH  ISSUE 

Would  you  like  to  contribute 
articles, artwork  or  ideas  for  our 
special  Black  History  Month 
Issue  to  be  published  in 
February?  Maybe  you'd  like  to 
help  coordinate  this  GCN 
tradition  and  help  make  this 
year's  Black  History  Month 
Issue  our  very  best  ever. 

Please  call  Chris  Wittke  in 
Features  at  (617)  426-4469  to 
discuss  ideas,  or  drop  us  a  line 
at  GCN  Features,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 


STUFF  THE  PAPER 
WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ILLUSTRATE 
FILE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
WRITE  NEWS 
ANSWER  PHONES 
PROOFREAD 

VOLUNTEER 

AT  GCN 

CALL  426-4469 
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OBITUARIES 


Nicholas  Dana  LaCasse 

BELLINGHAM,  Wash.  --  Nicholas  Dana 
LaCasse  died  of  AIDS-related 
complications,  Aug.  1, 1990.  He  was  31. 

Nicholas  lived  passionately  and  fiercely 
with  HIV  for  more  than  five  years  before 
returning  to  his  parents’  home  last  May.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  LaCasse  dedicated  themselves  to 
personally  providing  their  son  with 
compassionate,  respectful  care  during  his 
time  with  them.  Nicholas’  hospice  nurse 
remarked  that  she  had  never  seen  anyone  in 
such  serious  condition  receive  such  superb 
quality  care  from  parents  alone. 

Nicholas  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Lavender  Heights  Neighborhood  Association 
during  his  years  in  Washington  Heights. 
Through  his  interest  in  holistic  approaches  to 
living  with  HIV,  Nicholas  was  involved  with 
and  known  to  HEAL,  Healing  Circle, 
POWARS,  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  Water-of- 
Life,  ACT  UP,  the  PWA  coalition  ,  and  the 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis. 

Nicholas  will  be  remembered  for  many 
things:  his  incredible  strength,  courage  and 
bravery  in  the  face  of  his  illness;  his  quick 
biting  wit  and  sarcastic  sense  of  humor;  an 
intense  will  to  live  and  passion  for  life;  and  a 
gift  of  charm  and  charisma  that  made  him  a 
person  who  will  not  be  forgotten  by  any  who 
were  blessed  to  know  him. 

— Her  nan  Poza  III 

David  P.  Riel 

WASHINGTON  —David  P.  Riel  died  of 
AIDS-related  complications  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Nov.  22,  at  the  George 
Washington  University  Hospital  here.  He 
was  28. 

Bom  in  Monson,  Mass.,  David  attended 
local  schools.  He  was  graduated  third  in  his 
class  at  Monson  High  School  in  1980,  and 
played  first  singles  on  the  school’s  tennis 
team.  He  had  also  been  active  in  the  Monson 
Summer  Theater.  In  1985,  David  graduated 
cum  laude  from  Georgetown  University. 

David  worked  as  a  restaurant  manager  and 
waiter  at  several  hotels  in  Washington, 
including  the  Ritz  Carlton,  the  Willard,  the 
Radisson,  Jean-Louis,  and  Glorious  Cafe. 

David  was  also  a  communicant  of  both  St. 
Patrick’s  Church  in  Monson  and  Dignity  in 
Washington. 

David  leaves  his  lover,  Mark  Butt;  his 
parents,  Alfred  J.  and  Joan  C.  (Jolly)  Riel;  a 
brother,  Stephen  J.  Riel;  a  sister,  Cynthia  A. 
Guidara;  and  a  grandmother,  Eva  A. 
Wheeler. 

The  funeral  was  held  Nov.  26  at  St. 
Patrick’s  Church,  with  burial  in  Bethany 
Cemelaiy  in  Monson.  A  memorial  service  is 
being  planned  by  Dignity/Washington. 

Memorial  contributions  may  be  made  to 
the  Monson  Summer  Theater,  in  care  of  Tess 
Pelissier,  12  Main  St.,  Monson,  MA.,  01057; 
or  to  AIDS  Allies,  Inc.,  93A  Mill  Park, 
Springfield,  MA  01108. 

Richard  G.  Katzoff 

PROVIDENCE,  RJ.  -Richard  G.  Katzoff 
died  of  a  heart  attack,  Dec.  13, 1990.  He  was 
39. 

With  Richard’s  passing,  the  gay  and  AIDS 
communities  have  lost  a  courageous 
spokesperson  and  tireless  worker.  For  many 
years  Richard  sought  ways  to  improve  the 
lives  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Two  outcomes 
of  this  in  Rhode  Island  were  Network,  the 
gay  professional  men’s  social/educational 
organization,  and  The  Rhode  Island 
Associates  Nurturing  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Endeavors  (TRIANGLE)  Foundation,  which 
makes  grants  to  organizations  that  support 
lesbian  and  gay  causes. 

But  the  organization  on  which  Richard 


had  focused  his  primary  energies  and 
dedication  for  the  past  five  years  was  Rhode 
Island  Project  AIDS.  He  helped  found  the 
organization,  became  and  continued  to  be  a 
Buddy,  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
the  last  several  years,  and  in  September,  he 
was  elected  President.  In  addition,  Richard 
had  been  active  for  many  years  with  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund,  serving  as 
Rhode  Island  representative  on  the  New 
England  planning  committee. 

Richard  was  also  active  in  other  human 
service  organizations,  having  served  on  the 
boards  of  directors  of  the  Samaritans  and 
Family  Service,  Inc.,  and  as  a  trainer  for  the 
Management  Assistance  Program  of  the 
United  Way  of  Southeastern  New  England. 
And  he  was  a  tireless  worker  for  candidates 
for  public  office  and  for  liberal  social  causes. 

For  the  past  two  years,  Richard  was 
Assistant  Vice  Presisent  for  Business 
Administration  at  the  University  of  Rhode 
Island  (URI).  From  1983  to  1988,  he  had 
served  as  director  of  the  W.  Alton  Jones 
Campus,  URI’s  environmental  educational 
center,  and  before  that,  he  was  the  first 
Director  of  Student  Services  at  URI’s 
College  of  Continuing  Education.  He  had 
also  served  with  distinction  as  Assistant  to 
the  President  of  URI  from  1978  to  1980. 
Richard  held  a  Bachelor’s  degree  in  political 
science  from  Tulane  University,  and  a 
Master’s  degree  in  counseling  and  student 
personnel  adminstration  from  Central 
Connecticut  State  University. 

Richard  is  survived  by  two  brothers, 
Steven  Katzoff  and  Kenneth  Katzoff,  and  a 
nephew,  Martin  Katzoff. 

Donations  in  Richard’s  memory  can  be 
made  to  Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS,  95 
Chestnut  Street,  Providence,  RI,  02903,  and 
by  the  Rhode  Island  Community  Foundation, 
957  North  Main  Street,  Providence,  RI, 
02904. 

Kevin  J.  McLean 

TRURO,  Mass.  —  Kevin  J.  McLean  died 
Dec.  1, 1990.  He  was  36. 

Born  in  Philadelphia  and  raised  in 
Springfield,  Penn.,  Kevin  was  a  graduate  of 
Cardinal  O’Hara  High  School  and  attended 
Allentown  College  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales, 
majoring  in  Performing  Arts.  He  moved  to 
New  York  City  in  1977,  as  a  scholarship 
student  with  the  Arthur  Mitchell  Dance 
Company  of  Harlem.  He  later  worked  as  a 
mixologist,  waiter  and  gym  instructor  and 
also  managed  the  Body  Center  in  New  York 
before  moving  to  California  in  1983. 

An  avowed  advocate  of  peace  on  earth, 
Kevin  designed  a  “World  Peace,  It’s  No 
Game”  t-shirt  for  the  1984  Los  Angeles 
Olympics  and  lived  a  life  dedicated  to 
holistic  pursuits. 

After  two  years  in  California,  Kevin 
returned  to  New  York  City  in  1985  to  bring 
his  ever  increasing  knowledge  of  health  to 
others.  He  started  a  unique  home  delivery 
service  in  the  city:  Wheat  Grass-on-Wheels, 
bicycling  to  Manhattan  residences  juicing 
wheat  grass  for  a  cumulative  client  base. 
Kevin’s  novel  first  business  venture  then  led 
to  the  establishment  of  Manhattan  Live,  a 
raw,  organic,  vegetarian  restaurant.  In  1987, 
Kevin  moved  to  Truro  on  Cape  Cod  where 
he  and  his  life  partner,  Stephen  Kovacev, 
hoped  to  open  a  business  in  nearby 
Provincetown. 

When  diagnosed  with  AIDS  in  the  fall  of 
1989,  Kevin  remained  committed  to  his 
natural  healing  beliefs.  This  choice  made  the 
struggle  with  the  disease  a  difficult  one  for 
both  Kevin  and  his  life  partner,  with  normal 
support  networks  conspicuously  lacking. 

Kevin  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Joseph 
and  Therese  McLean;  six  nieces  and 
nephews;  and  his  longtime  companion, 
Stephen  Kovacev. 

Following  Kevin’s  cremation,  a  funeral 
Mass  of  Christian  Burial  was  held  on  Dec. 
5.  A  memorial  Mass  of  Christian  Burial  was 
also  held  at  St.  John  the  Evangelist  R.C. 
Church  in  Philadelphia  for  family,  friends 
and  relatives  who  reside  in  the  Philadelphia 
area. 

At  the  request  of  his  life  partner,  donations 
may  be  sent  in  Kevin’s  memory  to 
Provincetown  PWA  Coalition,  c/o  P.O.  Box 
719,  Provincetown,  MA.,  02657. 


ECU  encourages  anyone  who  would 
like  to  submit  obituaries  for  publication 
to  do  so.  We  ask  that  obitnaries  be 
typed,  double-spaced,  and  limited  to 
500  words,  if  possible.  Include  a 
photohgraph,  if  available.  We  offer 
writing  assistance  upon  request. 
Contact  the  News  department  if  yon 
have  any  questions  or  would  like  ts 
make  a  submission. 


ACCOMODATIONS  COUNSELING  FLORISTS 


LAWYERS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  SI. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sal:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  "Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  HELD, 
HARMONY  HOUSnC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-202-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Sen/ice 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)6230266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 
General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs,  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RONS  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscrpts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 


FRAMNGHAM 

COUNSELING 

COLLABORATIVE 

254A  Cochituate  Rd.  Rte.  30 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(508)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matlson,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  S  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  LICSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
Issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

WOMENS  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boytston  St. 

Boston,  MA02199 
(617)  3531500 

EATING 

DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  join  in^un  ion 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  3531925 

Adrianna :  (617)  4264469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  136 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  35  Wed.-Frl 

39  Walk-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2668122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  lor  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St„  PO  Box  1 762 
8oston.  MA  02105 
1-803352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  M  A  01840 
(508)  6837676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
commls  actor.  Free  brochure 
8  Introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)8638448 


ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MCKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  02130 
(617)524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 
Midge  Batelle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 

654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)9839530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  137,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/AUDITING/ 

BOOKKEEPING/ 

FINANCIAL 

PLANNING 

ULLIAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  M  A  02109 
(617)5231060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

PTOWWS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces,  Full 
breaktasL  Collages.  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 


WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans.  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain,  Btxsrtfs.  Acute  and 
Chronic  Wzscuioskekrtal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  And  Saturday 
appointments  available 
232-7200 

375  Harvard  St..  Brookline.  MA 
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Healthy  teeth... 
they're  a 
team  effort 


. . . 


W&mgmZM: 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  •  Saturday  &  Evenings 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Gay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


• 

S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


ELECTRICAL  WIRING 
AND  REPAIRS  BY  PAULA 


•  RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  •  FIRE  ALARM  SYSTEMS  INSTALLED 
AND  MAINTAINED  •  18  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  •  INSURED  •  REFERENCES  AVAILABLE 
•  DIFFICULT  REHAB  &  HARD  TO  CONCEAL  WIRING  IN  OLDER  BUILDINGS  A  SPECIALTY 


1-800-383-2978  •  (508)  531-8181  •  (603)  432-8181 
Massachusetts  license  #  A.7299  •  New  Hampshire  license  #  3697 
Maine  license  #  3269  •  D/B/A  P.  WALACH  ELECTRICAL  CONTR. 

24  HR.  EMERGENCY  SERVICE  WITHIN  100  MILE  RADIUS  OF  BOSTON 

ALL  CALLS  ANSWERED  PROMPTLY 


COMPUTER  HELP 


■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  -02120 
John  Hosken  (61 7)  445-8 1 30  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


Queer  Action 

Corranued  from  page  I 

would  probably  yield  some  new  political 
wisdom.  Conway  also  told  GCN  that  she 
thought  “Take  Back  the  Night” — style 
marches  are  an  important  community  tool 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  “I  think  we  really 
need  to  pick  a  time  to  express  our  anger  at 
the  violence  in  our  lives,”  she  said. 

Conway  also  said  she  thought  that  direct 
action  groups  are  a  healthy  complement  to 
more  administrative  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations  like  the  Mayor’s  Commission. 

“I  think  Queer  Action  can  be  a  lot  more 
direct  than  we  can  be,”  said  Conway.  “But 
what  I  like  is  that  there  can  be  a  multi-vocal 
strategy.”  For  instance,  she  said,  while  a 
group  like  Queer  Action  can  stage  a  dramatic 
action,  an  organization  such  as  the  Mayor's 
group  can  help  victims  of  violence  —  like 
Chimes  —  work  their  way  through  the  legal 
and  administrative  system. 

Using  ‘the  system’ 

In  particular,  Conway  said  she  was 
pleased  that  Chimes  chose  to  file  a  complaint 
with  the  police  department,  because  so  many 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  encounter 
violence  do  not  take  action.  “I  think  it’s 
important  to  go  through  the  system  and 
challenge  it.” 

Alex  agreed  that  at  this  point,  it  was  best 
for  Chimes  to  pursue  her  complaint  through 
administrative  channels.  He  added  that 
because  the  success  of  Chimes’  complaint  is 
bound  up  in  the  municipal  court’s  decision 
about  her  own  criminal  charges,  “It’s  better 
to  just  sort  of  lie  low.”  Agitating  the  police, 
he  said,  would  do  Chimes  no  good,  and 
might  encourage  her  conviction. 

“We  want  to  be  as  considerate  of  her  as 
possible,”  said  Alex.  “She’s  putting  herself 
on  the  line  with  this.” 

—filed  from  Boston 

Center 

Continued  from  page  I 

Center’s  lack  of  a  coherent  fundraising  plan 
have  all  contributed  to  a  large  deficit  at  the 
end  of  its  first  full  calendar  year  of  operation. 

“There  are  lots  of  groups  with  their  hands 
out,”  said  Wessling.  “And  while  a  lot  of 
people  support  the  work  of  the  groups  that 
use  the  Center,  not  a  lot  of  people  think  of 
the  Center  itself  as  a  place  that  needs 
support.”  Wessling  added,  “We  have  no 
political  agenda,  beyond  providing  a  space 
for  lesbians,  gays  and  bisexuals  to  meet.  I 
think  that  having  no  agenda  probably  makes 
us  less  visible”  to  groups  and  individuals 
who  might  raise  or  donate  money. 

In  addition,  the  work  of  making  the 
newly-opened  Center  a  vibrant  place  took 
priority  over  establishing  fundraising  goals, 
according  to  John  Graves.  “We  started  1990 
with  an  anticipated  shortfall  of  $63,000 
between  earned  income  and  expenses,”  said 
Graves,  who  was  the  Center’s  treasurer  from 
its  opening  until  he  relocated  in  October.  He 
told  GCN  that,  “Instead  of  starting  right 
away  to  create  a  fundraising  plan,  we  spent 
the  first  months  of  the  year  working  full-time 
to  hire  an  office  manager.  The  real  problem 
was  that  there  were  only  four  people  doing 
all  the  work.”  Graves  added,  “We  were  sort 
of  scrambling,  several  months  behind  where 
we  should  have  been,  and  bills  were  coming 
due  every  month.” 

A  tale  of  two  centers 

Richard  Bums,  executive  director  of  the 
New  York  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Services  Center,  said  that  his  organization 
meets  its  $2  million  annual  budget  only 
through  constant  fundraising.  He  told  GCN, 
“The  key  to  financial  survival  is  to  create  a 
‘fundraising  culture’  which  enlists  all 
possible  resources — direct  mail,  major  donor 
campaigns,  grants,  a  little  bit  of  government 
money.”  Bums  added,  that  the  New  York 
Center  has  “pulled  in  literally  hundreds  of 
volunteers”  to  help  raise  money. 

A  coherent  plan  to  raise  money  is 
precisely  what  the  D.C.  Center  lacked, 
according  to  Bob  Roehr,  president  of  that 
organization’s  Board  of  Directors.  Roehr  told 
GCN  that  the  D.C.  Center  was  forced  to 
close  after  1 1  years  of  operation  because  the 
organization,  which  had  some  windfall  funds 
in  early  1990,  “pissed  the  money  away.” 
Said  Roehr,  “People  squandered  it 
subsidizing  rent  rather  than  investing  it  in 
fundraising  and  membership  development.” 

The  D.C.  Center  began  running  a  deficit 
about  five  years  ago,  when  it  moved  to  a 
larger  office  space — doubling  its  rental 
costs — without  knowing  how  it  was  going  to 
raise  the  difference.  "Everything  just  kind  of 
caught  up,”  said  Roehr.  He  cited  other 
reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  center, 
including:  low  rents  for  groups  using  the 
center,  internal  strife  on  the  Board;  and  the 


large  percentage  of  that  community’s 
resources  dedicated  to  supporting  national 
gay  and  lesbian  groups.  The  Center  finally 
closed  its  doors  for  good  when  the  landlord 
evicted  the  Center  which  owed  $24,000  in 
back  rent. 

Prospects  for  keeping  the  Boston  Center 
open  are  not  yet  that  grim.  However,  without 
a  significant  improvement  in  fundraising, 
Wessling  says  that  it  may  be  difficult  to 
continue  to  operate.  However,  she  remains 
upbeat  about  maintaining  the  fledgling 
organization.  “I’m  not  here  to  fail,”  she  said. 
“Too  many  good  people  have  put  too  much 
work  into  the  Center  to  let  it  close."  □ 

Church 

Continued  from  page  3 

weekly  Latin  service,  observers  said,  more 
than  triple  those  taken  at  masses  read  in 
English  or  Chinese. 

The  conservatives  charged  that  Damian 
officials  are  gay,  and  therefore  ineligible  to 
meet  at  Catholic  facilities  due  to  official 
Vatican  policy,  Tesconi  said. 

“Homophobia”  is  being  exploited  to 
disrupt  Damian’s  offerings  to  PWAs,  said  the 
openly  gay  Tesconi,  noting  that  his  ministry 
is  an  AIDS  group,  not  a  gay  organization. 

“We  welcome  anyone  with  AIDS  or  HIV 
infection”  regardless  of  sexual  orientation, 
he  said.  Damian  runs  three  homes  for 
indigent  PWAs,  many  of  them  former 
prostitutes  and  drug  addicts  not  welcomed  at 
other  agencies,  Tesconi  added. 

Originally,  St.  Mary’s  welcomed  Damian 
to  provide  PWAs  “pastoral  sensitivity,”  Rev. 
Petrini  said.  But  “when  it  became  apparent 
that  criticism  was  shifting  the  focus  from 
spirituality  to  controversy,  we  decided  to 
recommend  another  location  to  protect  the 
group  from  criticism  and  preserve  their 
human  dignity.” 

Some  observers  fear  that  the  church’s 
Latin  services,  weddings,  and  funerals  will 
“mushroom”  into  a  conservative  power  base 
at  the  Archdiocese  here  that  will  undercut 
any  involvement  with  gay  and  AIDS  efforts. 
□ 

Housing 

Continued  from  page  3  ° 

important  urban  initiative.” 

Flynn  has  chosen  the  Boston  AIDS 
Consortium  (BAC)  to  advise  him  on  the 
administration  of  these  funds.  Holly  Ladd, 
executive  director  of  the  BSC,  praised  the 
federal  government  for  allocating  these  funds 
for  the  city,  saying,  “Boston,  along  with  15 
other  cities,  has  been  recognized  as  an  [AIDS] 
emergency  zone.”  □ 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things.  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 
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AN  ACTIVIST  PERSPECTIVE  ON  THE  FI 


n  July  of  1990  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  published 
information  indicating  that  65 
percent  of  HIV  positive  women  died 
without  an  AIDS  diagnosis.  Those 
women  who  are  diagnosed  with 
AIDS  are  more  likely  to  die  in  the 
same  month  of  diagnosis  than  men, 
and  women  are  two-and-a-half  times 
more  likely  to  be  placed  in  the 
“undetermined/other”  category  of 
CDC  statistics  on  persons  with 
AIDS.  Women  have  been  getting 
AIDS  for  ten  years,  yet  researchers 
have  focused  on  women  as  vessels 
and  vectors  of  the  disease,  and 
maternal  vs.  fetal  rights  have  bear  the  most 
controversal  issue  in  the  “women  and 
AIDS”  context  until  very  recently. 

The  leading  killer  of  Black  women  of 
child-bearing  age  in  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  since  1987,  AIDS  will  be  within  the 
top  five  causes  of  death  for  women  all 
accross  the  United  States  in  1991.  By  next 
year,  40  percent  of  new  AIDS  cases  are 
expected  to  be  women;  75  percent  of  all 
women  with  AIDS  are  Black  and  Latina 
who  were  among  the  poorest  served  groups 
in  the  American  health  care  system  before 
AIDS  appeared  on  the  scene. 

Thus,  it  is  especially  fitting  that  the  city 
with  the  highest  per  capita  AIDS  rate  in  the 
nation,  Washington,  D.C.,  was  chosen  to  be 
the  site  for  the  first-ever  National  Women 
and  HIV  Conference  held  December  13  and 
14.  Cosponsored  by  many  governmental 
entities  including  the  CDC,  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (FDA),  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  and  its  National 
Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases 
(NIAID) — which  runs  the  AIDS  Clinical 
Trials  Group  (ACTG) — the  meeting  was 
steeped  in  controversy  from  its  inception. 

The  backdrop 

In  her  plenary  speech  on  the  second  day 
of  the  conference,  ACT  UP/DC’s  Linda 
Meredith  confirmed  that  the  event  was  a 
direct  result  of  activist  pressure.  In  May  of 
1990,  ACT  UP  “Stormed  the  NIH”  in  a 
protest  focused  on  the  ACTGs.  One  affinity 
group  took  over  the  office  of  NIAD  Director 
of  AIDS  Dan  Hoth  and  called  for  the 
formation  of  a  Women’s  Committee  within 
the  ACTG.  Only  275  symptomatic  women 
have  ever  been  enrolled  in  an  ACTG  clinical 
trial. 

Activists  escalated  their  pressure  in  June 
at  the  International  AIDS  Conference  in  San 
Francisco  and  in  July  when  seven  members 
of  ACT  UP/DC  and  ACT  UP/New  York 
finally  won  an  audience  with  the  Director  of 
NIAD,  Anthony  Fauci,  Hoth  and  other 
officials.  Demanding  (among  other  things) 
that  a  Women  and  HIV  conference  take 
place  in  the  next  six  weeks,  the  women 
began  organizing  and  gathering  names  for  a 
conference  steering  committee. 

But  Meredith,  who  was  a  steering 
member,  recounted  that  the  government 
proceeded  to  screen  and  approve  suggested 
participants.  An  angry  Meredith  resigned 
and  resolved  “to  tell  the  truth”  at  the 
conference. 

You  may  be  wondering  why  a 
while,  middle-class,  HIV  negative 
lesbian  is  up  here  talking  about 
this...  [1  realized]  the  enemy  is  the 
HIV  virus  and  the  federal 
government  and  I  knew  I  was  at 
risk. 

In  November  of  1990  the  ACTG  formed  a 
Women’s  Committee  and  conference 
agendas  were  finalized  for  December.  On 
National  AIDS  and  HIV  Awareness  Day, 
December  3,  in  the  focus  year  on  Women 


and  AIDS,  500  women  from  all  over  the 
country  descended  on  the  CDC’s  Atlanta 
headquarters  demanding  the  CDC  change  the 
definition  of  AIDS  to  include  women- 
specific  infections  and  diseases  and  to  make 
concrete,  funded  efforts  to  address  women  in 
the  context  of  HIV. 

Charging  the  feds  with  “playing  political 
catch-up,”  Meredith  joined  with  other 
activists,  HIV  positive  women,  women  with 
AIDS,  and  conference  participants  from  the 
stage  and  floor  in  challenging  officials  and 
drug  company  representatives  both  days  of 
the  conference.  While  many 
recommendations  for  future  action  on 
women  and  HIV  (see  sidebar)  came  out  of 
the  meeting,  it  remains  to  be  seen  what 
agenda  will  be  promulgated  by  officials  in 
the  government 

The  conference 

“This  has  been  a  long  time  coming,” 
commented  Janet  Mitchell,  M.D.  and  ob/gyn 
and  the  Chief  of  Perinatology  at  Harlem 


While  the  women  and  ACT  UP  coalition 
protesters  were  supported  by  many  in  the 
audience  in  their  adament  refusal  to  be 
silenced  throughout  the  conference,  tensions 
frequently  erupted  as  moderators  and  other 
conferees  tried  to  keep  to  the  tightly  packed 
conference  schedule. 

James  Curran,  Director  of  HIV/AIDS  at 
the  CDC,  incurred  particular  wrath  during 
the  first  plenary  session  as  ACT  UP  women 
moved  to  the  stage  and  he  insisted  that 
“women  have  been  addressed”  by  the  CDC. 
Proceeding  to  list  past  AIDS 
conferences — including  five  national 
conferences  on  pediatric  HIV — Curran 
appeared  defensive  to  the  point  of  arrogance, 
going  so  far  as  to  take  credit  for  funding  the 
very  research  projects  on  cervical  cancer  and 
other  women’s  health  concerns  that  the 
activsts  were  “screaming  about”  The  claim 
was  debunked  later  in  the  program  by  a 
researcher  in  the  audience  and  by  Dr.  Judith 
Cohen,  the  director  of  the  Association  for 
Womens’  AIDS  Research  and  Education 


IN  STORIES  REMINISCENT  OF  THE  HORROR 
SHOWS  GAY  MEN  ENDURED  IN  THE 
EARLY  DAYS  OF  THE  AIDS  EPIDEMIC,  THE 
TALES  THESE  WOMEN  TOLD  WERE  RIVETING. 


Hospital.  Crediting  Caitlin  Ryan  (the  out 
lesbian  1989  NASW  Social  Worker  of  the 
Year  hired  by  the  government  as  chair  of  the 
organizing  group)  with  keeping  to  the  goal  of 
inclusion  of  women  of  color  on  every  panel 
at  the  conference,  Mitchell  reminded 
conferees  that  “Women  are  always  on  the 
forefront  of  any  epidemic — women  who  are 
poor  and  women  who  are  of  color.. ..What 
heartens  me  is  that  for  the  first  time 
participants  finally,  finally  reflect  the 
demographics  of  those  women  who  are 
infected.  We  are  here  and  it  is  us!” 

Indeed,  the  most  compelling  moments  of 
the  conference  occurred  duing  the  plenary 
sessions  when  HIV  positive  women  and 
women  living  with  AIDS — who  had  no 
plenary  forum  of  their  own — moved  to  the 
microphones  to  testify  to  their  own  daily 
realities. 

In  stories  reminiscent  of  the  horror  shows 
gay  men  endured  in  the  early  days  of  the 
AIDS  epidemic,  the  tales  these  women  told 
were  riveting.  They  told  of  their  dealings 
with  racist  doctors;  ignorant  providers; 
isolation  rooms;  surgeons  who  would  not  do 
surgery  on  them  because  they  were  known  to 
be  positive;  sexist  and  homophobic  education 
materials;  violence;  being  ostracized  by 
friends  and  family;  trying  to  stay  alive  for  the 
sake  of  their  children  through  persistent, 
disabling  conditions  such  as  vaginal 
candidasis;  recurrent  cervical  cancer; 
wanting  to  use  needles;  being  denied  Social 
Security  disability  because  their  symptoms 
were  not  like  male-defined  opportunistic 
infections;  being  unable  to  afford  AZT,  the 
only  approved  drug;  and  the  frustration  of 
trying  to  get  access  to  sex-positive 
information. 


(AWARE)  in  San  Francisco.  In  response  to  a 
question  from  the  floor  as  the  the  nature  of 
AWARE’s  funding,  Cohen  stated  that  in  this, 
the  third  year  of  a  five-year  grant,  the  CDC 
had  decided  to  withdraw  monies  from  this 
project. 

Dissension  grew  as  activists  who  had  lined 
up  with  questions  grew  irate  when  floor 
microphones  were  shut  off  because  time 
allotted  for  the  plenary  was  growing  short  In 
a  poignant  scene,  two  African-American 
HIV  positive  women  faced  off  in  front  of  the 
stage  over  the  ACT  UP  action  against 
Curran.  Asking  that  he  be  allowed  to  speak, 
a  woman  from  Washington  D.C.  said  she  had 
promised  to  bring  information  home  to  help 
her  and  an  infected  girlfriend  to  take  care  of 
themselves.  The  positive  ACT  UP  woman 
charged  that  Curran  was  in  fact 
misinforming  the  audience. 

Classification  A  “Special  Populations” 

Scientific  research  published  in  medical 
journals  documents  a  range  of  gynecological 
diseases  and  symptoms  found  in  HIV 
infected  women.  Yet,  intractable,  repeated 
bouts  with  vaginal  candidiasis  (thrush), 
cervical  cancer  and  vaginal  dyplasias 
(abnormal  tissue  growth),  hpv  (human 
papilloma  virus)  which  causes  genital  warts, 
and  pelvic  inflammatory  disease  (PID)  do 
not  appear  in  the  CDC  definition  of  AIDS. 
Thus,  even  if  women  test  postive  and  exhibit 
these  symptoms  to  informed  providers,  they 
are  not  reportable  as  people  with  AIDS 
unless  the  show  evidence  of  opportunistic 
infections,  tuberculosis,  wasting  or  other 
symptoms  included  in  the  CDC  definition, 
last  updated  in  1987. 

“Thirty-eight  percent  more  people  were 
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added  to  AIDS  statistics  then,”  Judith  Cohen 
noted  of  the  last  update,  “One  wonders  how 
many  more  would  be  added  [if  women- 
specific  symptoms  were  included].”  As  it  is 
now,  women  comprise  more  than  1 1  percent 
of  persons  with  AIDS  and  remain  the  fastest 
growing  group  of  PWAs. 

A  frusterated  Janet  Michell  spoke  to  the 
issue  of  provider  denial  later  in  the  program. 
“We  only  identify  about  one  third  of 
potentially  HIV  infected  women  at  my 
hospital.  I  don’t  know  what  the  prevelance 
[of  HIV  infection  in  women]  is  at  Harlem 
because  I  can’t  get  my  ob-gyns  to  refer 
women  to  testing  programs  and  get  data.  If 
they  don’t  know  die  woman’s  HIV  status, 
they  don’t  have  to  deal  with  it” 

In  session  after  session,  participants 
asserted  that  the  definition  of  AIDS  as  it 
stands  allows  many  more  women  to  be  left 
out  of  AIDS  statistics — upon  which  funding 
for  the  very  research,  prevention,  education 
and  services  needed  by  women  are  based. 
Entry  to  clinical  trials  (such  as  it  is)  is 
affected  and  the  Social  Security 
Administration  relies  upon  the  CDC’s 
definition  to  determine  criteria  which  must 
be  met  to  receive  disability  benefits.  Further, 
in  one  workshop,  Carmen  Zorilla,  an  ob-gyn. 


reminded  attendees  that,  while  Puerto  Rican 
people  are  considered  U.S.  citizens  and  the 
island  is  second  only  to  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  per  capita  AIDS  cases,  Puerto 
Rican  people  are  “not  entitled  to  the  same 
benefits  that  apply  to  the  rest  of  the  states.” 

The  CDC’s  Chief  of  Surveillance,  Dr. 
Ruth  Berkelman’s  comment  that  “HIV  and 
cervical  cancer  is  a  bad  combination  [but 
does  not  equal  AIDS]  was  met  with 
consternation  by  many  in  the  plenary 
audience.  “I’ve  had  PID  and  vaginal  thrush 
recurring.  No  PCP,”  responded  Keri  Duran,  a 
lesbian  from  Worcester,  Mass.,  who  is 
positive  but  not  considered  a  PWA  by  the 
government.  “I’ve  been  denied  SSI  twice. 
I’m  asking  you  to  allow  me  the  dignity  not  to 
die  in  poverty.” 

The  next  day,  Duran  told  GCN,  an  SSA 
offical  had  given  here  his  home  phone 
number,  kissed  her  on  both  cheeks,  and  told 
her  to  call  him.  James  Mason,  Assistant 
Secretary  for  Health  at  the  Department  of 
Health  &  Human  Services  (HHS),  of  which 
SSA  is  a  part,  gave  her  his  card  and 
promised,  “We’ll  get  you  on." 

“When  I  asked  him  about  the  thousands  of 
other  women  in  the  same  situation,”  Duran 
recounted,  “he  said,  ‘We’ll  start  with  you.’” 


MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS 
FROM  THE  CONFERENCE 

With  the  realization  that 
oppression  and  socioeconomic 
differences  play  major  roles  in  the 
lives  of  women  and  people  of  color  in 
this  country  and  that  access  to 
affordable  and  informed  health  care  is 
perhaps  the  foremost  problem  faced 
by  women  with  HIV,  75  percent  of 
whom  are  women  of  color  in  the 
U.S.,  the  following  were  major 
recommendations  made  by 
participants  at  the  conference: 

Classification:  Changing  the 
definition  of  AIDS  to  reflect  women- 
specific  disease  manifestations  and 
infections.  This  would  also  allow 
more  women  access  to  government 
entitlement  programs,  clinical  trials, 
and  services — often  available  only  to 
those  persons  with  an  AIDS 
diagnosis— and  allow  for  the 
inclusion  of  more  women  in  official 
AIDS  statistics  in  the  United  States. 

Categories:  Changing  the 
categorical  groups  used  by 
statisticians  to  reflect  behaviors  that 
entail  risk  of  transmission.  The 
current  system  employed  by  the  CDC 
and  mirrored  everywhere  from  the 
media  to  prevention  materials  is  by 
hierarchical  groupings.  Thus 
interviewed  people  with  AIDS  are 
placed  in  categories  “defined"  by 
which  risk  researchers  consider  most 


likely  for  transmission.  If  researchers 
judge  a  woman’s  most  likely  risk  as 
sex  with  man,  she  will  be  placed  in 
the  heterosexual  category  (whether 
she  defines  herself  as  a  lesbian  or 
not,  whether  her  male  partner  has 
had  sex  with  men  or  not),  unless  she 
has  injected  drugs.  Of  those  who  die 
before  interview,  many  are  women. 

Research:  Starting  a  cohort  study 
to  gather  a  natural  history  of  HIV  in 
women  with  subjects  across  the 
country.  Investigating  the  particular 
ways  HIV  manifests  itself  in  all 
women— including  women  who  have 
sex  with  women — with  attention  to 
the  ways  antiviral  drugs  like  AZT  may 
affect  women  and  interact  with  drugs 
like  heroin,  crack,  cocaine,  and  with 
treatments  such  as  estrogen  therapy, 
birth  control  pills  and  methadone. 
Development  of  a  woman  controlled 
barrier  method  for  use  with  men, 
virucides  and  testing  of  spermicides 
for  anti-HIV  efficacy.  Research  on  the 
efficacy  of  dental  dams  and  on 
woman-to-woman  transmission. 
Regular  pap  smears  (two  times 
yearly)  and  colposcopies  (telescopic 
technique  to  search  for  abnormal 
tissue  in  the  cervix)  for  women  at 
high  risk  for  HIV,  women  who  are 
positive  and  women  who  are  living 
with  AIDS. 

Continued  on  page  11 


On  October  29,  1990,  a  class  action  suit 
was  filed  in  New  York  against  HHS 
Secretary  Louis  W.  Sullivan  challenging  the 
SSA’s  policies,  practices  and  standard. 
Contending  they  have  resulted  in  two 
classifications  of  similarly  situated  persons 
disabled  by  HIV-related  impairments, 
plaintiffs  allege  that,  in  violation  of  the  Fifth 
Amendment’s  Equal  Protection  Clause,  a 
two-tiered  system  is  resuting  in  a 
discriminatory  distinction  between  persons 
exhibiting  manisfestations  of  HIV  infection. 

Additionally,  U.S.  Rep.  Bob  Matsui  (D- 
Calif.)  is  expected  to  introduce  the  Women 
with  AIDS  Access  to  Social  Security 
Benefits  Initiative  in  the  next  session  of  the 
U.S.  Congress.  The  bill  would  mandate  that 
SSA  adopt  a  definition  of  AIDS  reflecting 
the  reality  of  women’s  lives.  U.S.  Rep. 
Connie  Morelia  (R-Maryland)  will 
reintroduce  the  Women’s  Health  Equity  Act 
and  proposed  the  allocation  of  $10  million 
for  HIV  research  and  $10  million  on 
treatment — both  focusing  on  women. 

Anticipating  the  uproar  over  the 
definition,  the  CDC  had  a  handout  ready, 
dated  November  1990,  which  maintained: 
There  is  no  scientific  evidence  that 
conclusively  links  HTV  infection  to 
life  threatening  illnesses  specific 
only  to  women. ..CDC  monitors 
AIDS  cases  to  insure  the  case 
defmtion  is  adequate.  Inappropriate 
changes  in  the  case  definition  may 
obscure  the  epidemic  trends  and 
hamper  forecasting  the  epidemic. 

“None  of  this  is  arbitrary,”  commented 
Maxine  Wolfe  of  ACT  UP/New  York.  “The 
fewer  the  women  counted,  the  longer  the 
numbers  are  kept  down  for  ‘special 
populations,’  the  more  it  stays  “a  gay 
disease’.” 

“Special  populations,”  as  opposed  to  the 
old  saw  “general  population”  seemed  to  be 
used  most  often  by  officials  at  this 
conference  (as  did  “minority"  and  “culturally 
sensitive.”)  NIAIS’s  Dan  Hoth  admitted  “We 
haven’t  done  enough  [to  include  women  in 
clinical  trials];  it  certainly  wasn’t 
intentional.”  Heckled  throughout  his  speech, 
Hoth  presented  a  slide  defining  what  he 
termed  “special  populations”  to  be  included 
“increasingly”  in  future  trials: 
women 
minorities 

ivdu's  [intravenous  drug  users] 

children 

hemophiliacs 

The  Trial’  of  getting  access 

Indeed,  the  vast  majority  of  clinical  trial 
subjects  conducted  in  this  country  are  and 
have  been  white  men  (For  more  on  NIAD  & 
clinical  trials,  see  sidebar). 

In  an  often  tense  workship  on  Anti- Viral 
Drugs,  the  moderator,  Havard  Medical 
School’s  Deborah  Cotton,  M.D.,  anticipated 
questions  about  the  role  of  AZT  in  the 
development  of  cervical  dysplasia  or  vaginal 
cytology.  Animal  studies  prior  to  teh 
protocol  076  that  tested  AZT  in  the  mid-80s 
showed  a  10  percent  rate  of  vaginal  tumor 
development  in  female  rats. 

“We  haven’t  looked  at  whether  this  is 
happening  [in  women].”  Given  the  potential 
gynecological  ramifications  in  experimental 
protocols,  Cotton  joined  others  in  calling  for 
pelvic  exams  and  pap  smears  for  women 
enrolled  in  trials  every  six  months.  Restating 
her  personal  view  that  HIV  disease  isn’t 
different  in  men  and  women,  she 
acknowledged  that  the  Multicenter  AIDS 
Cohort  (MACs),  a  seven-year  study  that 
involved  5,000  subjects  (of  whom  2,000 
seroconverted  to  HIV  positive  status)  was 

Continued  on  page  10 
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entirely  composed  of  men. 

Calling  for  further  study  on  the  natural 
history  of  HIV  in  women,  Cotton  criticized 
the  bias  on  the  part  of  researchers  in  terming 
women  vessels  or  vectors  of  transmission 
and  admitted  that  “Interest  in  including 
pregnant  women  in  trials  has  only  occurred 
in  the  context  of  trials  to  interrupt  perinatal 
[mother  to  fetus]  transmission.. .We’ve  been 
slow  to  come  to  that  realization  and  maternal 
vs.  fetus  rights  makes  it  very  hard  to  desgin 
trials.” 

Stating  she  wasn’t  a  “card-carrying 
feminist”  but  “came  to  these  conclusions  as  a 
woman  who  is... a  wife  and  a  mother,”  Cotton 
reiterated  that  while  the  empahsis  has  been 
on  womens’  ability  to  transmit  infection  to 
their  male  sex  partners  of  babies,. ..women 
don’t  infect  many  people.”  She  went  on  to 
point  out  that  targeting  women  in  prenatal 
care  is  missing  whole  groups  of 
women — those  over  40  (22  percent  of 
women  who  are  living  with  AIDS),  and  the 
1 1  percent  of  women  who  are  infected  as  a 
result  of  transfusions  received  before  1985,  a 
percentage  greater  than  that  of  men.  Without 
further  comment.  Cotton  asserted  that  “The 
negative  impact  of  testing  is  greater  for 
women.”  She  called  for  “addressing  the 
stigma  of  male  bisexuality  and  its 
implications  for  women’s  health,”  aiming 
AIDS  education  programs  toward  ob/gyns 
and  not  just  internists,  more  gender-specific 
HIV  education,  and  willingness  to  integrate 
womena  and  children  and  their  providers 
into  clinical  trials. 

AZT’s  manufacturer,  Burroughs- 
Wellcome,  was  represented  on  the  panel  by 
Kathryn  Pattishall  who  began  her 
presentation  with  the  stated  goal  of 
addressing  the  “myths  propagated  about 
women  and  AZT.”  Claiming 
“chemotheraputic  agents  operate  no 
differently  between  men  and  women,” 
Pattishal  insisted  sex,  race  and  method  of 
virus  acquisition  were  “not  associated  with 
differences  in  survival  while  on  AZT.”  Yet 
she  reiterated  that  women  were  expected  to 
refrain  from  sex  or  use  contraceptive 
methods  during  the  entire  076  study  and  they 
were  dropped  if  they  became  pregnant. 

During  the  follow-up  period  through  1987, 
Pattishall  stated  that  of  the  4800  patients 
enrolled  150  were  women,  250  were  iv  drug 
users,  425  Latino  and  over  500  Black  people. 
Refusing  to  discuss  what  crossover  there  was 
in  these  statistics  (i.e.,  how  many  of  the 
women  were  Latina)  nor  the  subtle  exclusion 
of  lesbians — unless  they  used 
contraceptives — from  such  a  trial,  Pattishall 
was  deliberate  and  seemingly  unaware  of  the 
contradicitons  implicit  in  her  remarks  or  in 
her  responses  to  audience  members  who 
tried  to  query  her  about  the  efficacy  and 
safety  of  AZT  for  women. 

“I’ve  never  seen  a  woman  M.D.  that 
sucked  up  by  the  patriarchy,”  remarked 
Tonisa  Clardy,  a  clinical  research  associate 
with  Project  Inform,  the  Community 
Research  Alliance  in  San  Francisco.  The 
Independent  Research  Bureau  (IRB)  at 
Project  Inform  would  never  accept 
exclusionary  criteria  like  that  study.  No 
woman  needs  to  be  excluded  from  any  trial 
for  any  reason.  She’ll  need  to  give  informed 
consent  and  that’s  it.  AZT  means  irregular 
periods  and  women  need  to  know  that...” 

Carol  Bogart,  a  Berkeley  physician 
working  in  a  community  hospital  AIDS 
program,  reiterated  that  access  to  health  care 
is  the  biggest  problem  for  women.  Another 
problem  is  that  trials  are  geographically 
inaccessible  to  many.  “Under  10,000  people 
have  ever  been  enrolled  in  trials  out  of 
150,000  PWAs  so  far  ...  and,  have  you  seen 
the  questionnaire  with  DDI?  It  is  eight  pages 
long.  Who  has  time?  That  impacts  on  health 
care  for  those  who  must  resort  to  public 
health  care  and  physicians  can’t  keep  up  as  it 
is.” 

Further,  little  is  known  about  the  effects  of 
.retroviral  treatment  with  active  injection 
drug  users  according  to  Anita  Vaughn,  a 
physician  with  Newark  [New  Jersey] 
Community  Health  Center.  “Early  on,”  she 
reported,  “we  found  that  methadone  seems  to 
increase  AZT’s  concentration."  Thus, 
providers  were  prescribing  lower  doses  of 
the  drug — when  it  was  available — before  it 
was  the  standard  of  care.  The  effects  of  AZT 
with  active  substance  use  remain 
undetermined,  perhaps  especially  so,  Vaughn 
posed,  in  areas  such  as  Newark  whose 
inhabitants  are  decidedly  affected  by 
socioeconomic  conditions  that  do  not  allow 
for  affordable,  informed  health  care 
provision. 


The  system  and  barriers  women  face 

In  a  plenary  speech  on  barriers  to  care, 
Hortensia  Amaro,  director  of  the  Mom’s 
Project  at  Boston  City  Hospital  and  an 
assistant  professor  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine,  discussed  systemic 
impediments  faced  by  HIV  infected  women. 
These  may  include  the  fear  of  losing  custody 
of  their  children  if  they  reveal  drug  use  or 
HIV  positivity. 

“Attitudes  of  providers  toward  pregnant 
women  may  predispose  advising  abortion 
and  lead  to  coercive  counseling,  sterilization 
and  denial  of  services,”  Amaro  warned, 
citing  a  recent  survey  in  New  York  that 
revealed  many  abortion  clinics  refuse  HIV 
positive  women  abortions.  Clinics  were 
found  to  charge  three  times  the  usual  amount 
when  they  do  perform  abortions  on  women 
known  to  be  positive. 

Recalling  the  wrenching  case  of  Elizabeth 
Ramos,  a  Boston  PWA,  Amaro  reminded 
conferees  that  long  before  AIDS  came  on  the 
scene  women  were  frequently  dismissed  as 
“hysterical”  when  seeking  health  care  for 
mysterious  symptoms.  Ramos,  who  died  in 
1988,  sued  Harvard  Community  Health  Plan 
twice  (unsuccessfully)  and  her  physician  (the 
second  time  successfully)  for  failing  to 
diagnose  her  pneumonia  as  PCP  (associated 
with  AIDS)  because  she  was  a  woman. 

Emphasizing  that  the  individual  vs.  a 
family  approach  to  AIDS  continues  to  be 
debated  as  the  scope  of  persons  affected 
increases,  Amaro  stressed  women  often  have 
to  get  access  to  health  care  for  their  children, 
partners  and  other  family  members.  She 
noted  that  turf  issues  among  multiple 
providers  often  lead  to  paradoxical  gaps  in 
available  services.  “Most  women  access 
HIV-related  services  via  drug  treatment,”  but 
drug  treatment  isn’t  available  to  the  vast 
majority  of  women  addicts. 

In  closing,  Amaro  joined  other  women  of 
color  at  the  conference  who  raised  the  issue 
of  past  use  and  misuse  of  people  of  color  as 
research  subjects.  “There  is  little 
compensation  for  entering  research, 
treatment  or  trials  for  communities  of  color. 
[We  are]  suspicious  of  the  wish  for  ‘research 
subjects.’”  These  points  were  underscored  in 
a  later  plenary  by  Sally  Perryman,  an  African 
American  woman  working  in  the  AIDS  field. 
Recalling  the  plight  of  her  husband,  who  was 
an  iv  drug  user,  Perryman  asked  “Why 
should  we  trust  them?  Going  in  the  hospital 
meant  not  coming  out  for  us.” 

Reminding  the  audience  of  the  racism  and 
paternalism  endemic  in  the  medical  care  of 
the  past,  Janet  Mitchell  asked  how  many 
knew  that  Margaret  Sanger,  the  birth  control 
advocate,  was  only  interested  in  its 
availability  for  white  middle  class  women? 
Or  that  Planned  Parenthood  of  New  York 
City  “refused  to  fit  African  American 
women  with  diaphragms  in  the  ’60s?”  She 
continued  with  her  thesis  that  racism, 
sexism,  paternalism  and  homophobia 
combine  against  women  in  this  society. 

Indeed,  the  CDC’s  emphasis  on  “routine 
testing”  of  women  "of  child  bearing  age”  in 
hospital  and  clinic  settings  is  misplaced,  said 
Howard  Minkoff,  a  physician  from  Kings 
County  Hospital  in  Brooklyn.  “As  we  know 
from  syphilis  [for  which  there  has  been  a 
cure  available  since  the  1940s  but  which  is 
again  at  epidemic  rates  in  the  U.S.], 
mandatory  testing  is  not  the  answer.  Women 
with  HIV  and  advanced  cervical  cancer  in 
our  small  study  showed  recurrence  [of  the 
cancer]  every  eight  months.  This  is 
worrisome  data  and  we  need  to  quickly  and 
intensely  investigate  it.”  Pressed  for  a  basic 
recommendation  to  primary  health  care 
providers  by  Risa  Denenberg,  a  provider  and 
ACT  UP/New  York  member,  Minkoff  agreed 
that  twice  yearly  pap  smears  may  need  to 
become  the  standard  of  care  but  reminded 
observers  that  “pap  smears  may  not  be 
adequate  to  ensure  a  healthy  cervix  and 
many  women  don’t  even  have  yearly  exams 
anyway.” 

“What  a  difference  care  would  make” 

Anthony  Fauci,  NIAID’s  Director  and  a 
familiar  face  to  many  in  the  audience, 
presented  an  AIDS  101  lecture  on  the  second 
day  of  the  conference.  Several  women  took 
exception.  An  HIV  positive  woman  yelled, 
“If  these  people  don’t  know  AIDS  101,  what 
are  they  doing  in  the  field?!"  Stating  that  he 
was  there  to  listen  (just  as  he  had  “to  male 
activists,”  CLICK),  Fauci  nevertheless  tried 
to  quiet  questioners  after  his  remarks.  “I’ll 
tell  you  what  works  with  me — ”  he  said 
before  angry  women  cut  him  off. 

Marilyn  Rivera,  a  New  York  City  Latina 
lesbian  who  is  HTV  positive  and  in  recovery, 
pressed  Fauci  to  respond  to  an  invitation 
ACT  UP/New  York  had  extended  to  visit  the 
(ominutd  on  page  II 
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Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 


(JAY 

SELECTIONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


#1  IN  THE  USA! 


1-900-646-4646 


•  "Talking  Personals"  in  over  25  Gay  Categories 

•  Meet  Nice  Guys  for  Dating  and  Friendship 

•  Meet  Hot  Guys  that  like  to  get  REAL  WILD! 

•  Fun-Safe-Easy  to  use-Open  24  Hours 


Gay  owned  and  operated  $2.00/min. 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext  2355 


Conference  Recommendations 


Continued  from  page  10 

South  Bronx  the  week  following  the 
conference.  One  of  the  highest  incidence 
areas  of  HTV  infection,  the  South  Bronx  is  a 
community  ravaged  by  drugs  and  poverty. 
“We  want  you  to  come  so  you  can  hear  what 
the  community  needs  and  talk  to  the  people,” 
Rivera  told  him.  After  some  hesitation,  Fauci 
stated  he’d  “be  happy  to  come”  but  “wasn’t 
sure  it  would  be  next  week.” 

A  testing  counselor  from  New  York,  who 
identified  herself  as  Mrs.  Ramirez, 
confronted  Fauci  and  his  colleagues  for 
presenting  themselves  as  experts  and  not 
asking  “What  do  we  need?  That’s  where  you 
go  wrong  every  time.  What  a  difference  care 
would  make!”  she  said  to  cheers.  A  health 
care  provider  from  Bronx-Lebanon’s  HIV 
clinic  stood  and,  stating  she  might  lose  her 
job  over  this,  told  Fauci  that  resources  could 
make  all  the  difference  for  morale  as  well  as 
service  provision.  Finally,  an  African- 
American  HIV  positive  woman  from  New 
Jersey  stated  she’d  be  “more  convinced 
[Fauci  and  Hoth]  were  concerned  if  [they] 
had  attended  the  one  workshop”  in  which  the 
panel  was  made  up  entirely  of  HIV  positive 
women. 

Women,  invisibility  and  the  costs  of  caring 

The  invisibility  theme  was  restated  by 
Nancy  Stoller,  a  researcher  at  the  University 
of  California  at  Santa  Cruz  and  long-time 
women’s  and  AIDS  activist.  “Women  are 
invisible  especially  if  we  allow  others  to 
write  history.”  Recalling  the  invisibility  of 
women  in  “everything  from  Randy  Shilts’ 
book  [And  the  Band  Played  On,  a  historical 
look  at  the  early  years  of  the  epidemic]  to  An 
Early  Frost  [the  first  TV  movie  to  deal  with 
AIDS,  aired  in  1985],”  Lori  Weiner,  a  social 
worker  who  coordinates  the  National  Cancer 
Institute’s  Pediatric  HIV  Psychosocial 
Support  program,  told  the  story  of  the  first 
woman  with  AIDS  she’d  worked  with — in 
1982. 

“Children  are  more  regarded  and  sex 
workers  are  scapegoated.  Lesbians, 
personally,  politically  and  professionally 
have  been  on  the  frontlines  and  AIDS  has 
always  been  a  women’s  issue,”  Weiner  told 
conferees.  “Yet  HIV  infection  amounts  to 
stigmatization  on  top  of  stigmatizations. 
Single  heads  of  households  with  young 
children.. .women  are  dealing  with  poverty, 
oppression  and  lack  of  access  while  whole 
families  are  dying  from  this  disease.”  Weiner 
posits  that  “an  entire  generation  is  beginning 
to  show  evidence  of  post-traumatic 
stress — flashbacks,  nightmares,  visions  of 
lost  loved  ones  in  the  street....” 

Vickie  Mays,  a  UCLA  psychologist, 
reports  that  while  there  are  no  published 
studies  examining  the  psychological 
stressors  implicit  with  the  HIV  crisis,  women 
often  bear  “the  cost  of  caring.”  Mays  said, 
“No  one  has  addressed  the  fears  HIV 
positive  women  have  when  so  many  people 
rely  on  them.  Many  leant  their  HIV  status 
while  they  are  pregnant  or  at  the  birth  of 
their  child,  and  lesbians  are  considered 
‘exceptions.’”  Indeed,  she  concluded,  the 
cost  of  caring  may  be  lessened  if  education 
and  adjunct  services  such  as  drug  treatment 
are  available  and  responsive  to  women. 

Sex  and  sexuality 

Calling  “the  appalling  lack  of  research  and 
understanding  on  sexual  behavior”  in  the 
U.S.  to  task,  Anke  Erhardt,  Director  of  the 
New  York  State  Psychiatric  Institute’s  HIV 
Center  for  Clinical  &  Behavioral  Studies, 
underscored  the  impact  of  heterosexism  and 
sexism  in  the  context  of  HIV  research  and 
education  efforts.  In  a  heartening  inclusion 
of  lesbians  from  the  stage,  Erhardt 
contended,  “We’re  told  woman-to-woman 
transmission  is  rare  but  there  is  no  research.” 
Especially  when  the  emphasis  remains  on 
women  to  “get  their  male  partners  to  wear  a 
condom,  the  current  situation  is  ludicrous 
and  dangerous.” 

“We  need  a  virucide  women  can 
exclusively  control,”  Erhardt  contended, 
“with  testing  of  existing  spermicides.”  She 
reminded  the  audience,  the  much  hailed 
vaginal  condom  or  pouch  recently 
researched  “may  not  be  appropriate  for  all 
women.”  Echoing  this  recommendation, 
Gloria  Weissman,  a  researcher  from  the 
National  Institute  on  Drug  Abuse  (NIDA), 
told  workshop  attendees  “You  can’t  talk 
about  women  and  HIV  without  addressing 
the  widespread  physical  and  sexual  abuse, 
violence  and  victimization,”  women  endure 
as  well  as  the  pervasive  crack  and  substance 
use  in  the  United  States. 

Socioeconomic  factors  must  be  considered 
in  prevention  and  educational  outreach. 
Continued  on  page  16 


Continued  from  centenpread 

TYiaLs:  Inclusion  of  women  of  all  ages  in 
clinical  trials  across  the  board.  A  focus  on 
both  patients  if  women  are  pregnant.  NON- 
exclusion  of  women  of  “child-bearing  age” 
overtly  or  subtly  (such  as  requiring  women 
to  abstain  from  sex  or  be  on  contraceptives 
during  trials).  Attention  to  carcinogenic 
studies  conducted  with  AZT  and  other  drugs. 
Inclusion  of  ob/gyns  on  IRDs  and  in  follow¬ 
up  research  with  all  women  with  HIV 
infection.  Transportation  and  child  care 
provisions  to  allow  women  (and  their 
children)  access  to  trials. 

Education/Prevention:  Addressing  the 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  ob/gyns  and  other 
physicians  to  treat  and  “casefind,”  determine 
if  women  are  showng  signs  of  HIV  disease 
and  make  private  referrals  and 
reccomendations,  HIV  positive  women  and 
women  at  particular  risk.  Inclusion  of 
woman-to-woman  sex  and  non¬ 
testing/coercive  risk  assessment  in 
educational  materials,  all  research,  etc. 
Women  who  are  HIV  positive  should  be 
counseled  on  the  risk  of  HIV  transmission  to 
their  fetuses  during  pregnancy  but  the  CDC 
should  revise  physician  guidelines  which 
now  suggest  advising  pregnant  women  to 
abort  if  they  are  HIV  positive.  Only  30 
percent  of  children  bom  of  these  women  will 
indeed  be  positive. 

Drug  Treatment:  Must  be  made  available 
for  those  who  wish  it,  along  with  needle 
exchange  and  safer  injection  drug  use 
education.  Crack  addiction  and  polydrug  use 
must  be  addressed.  Access  to  treatment  for 
women  frequently  also  requires  access  to 
child  care,  transportation  and  health  care. 
Outreach  must  be  made  into  the  recovering 
community  to  educate  women  about  safer 
sex,  drug  use,  manifestations  of  HIV,  etc.  as 
well  as  to  other  “forgotten  groups” — women 
over  40  (22  percent  of  current  women  with 
AIDS),  women  who  do  not  have  children, 
women  whose  native  language  isn’t  college 
English,  women  who  are  homeless, 
incarcerated,  adolescents,  etc.  The  emphasis 
on  outreach  to  women  via  prenatal  care  is 
short-sighted. 

Testing:  No  mandatory  testing  of  women 
of  any  age.  Given  the  lack  of  access  women 
have  to  treatment,  clinical  trials  and 
educated,  interested  providers,  risk 
assessment  and  education  that  is  not 
contingent  on  testing  must  be  made 
available. 

RESOURCES  FOR  WOMEN  AVAILABLE  AT  THE 

CONFERENCE 

National 

•“ME,  First”  -  First  ever  woman-specific 
brochures  on  medical  manifestations  of  HIV 
infection.  Spanish  and  English  brochure  for 
women  on  HIV  (30  cents  each)  and  for 
medical  providers  (40  cents  each  plus 
postage)  may  be  ordered  from  New  Jersey 
Women  &  AIDS  Network,  5  Elm  Row,  New 
Brunswick,  NJ  08901 

•“Say  It!  WOMEN  GET  AIDS,  ACT  UP” 
T-shirts  and  buttons  available  from  ACT  UP 
Golden  Gate,  519  Castro  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Shirts  $10,  Button 
$1.00  plus  postage. 

•Women,  AIDS  &  Activism,  compiled  by 
the  ACT  UP/New  York  Women  &  AIDS 
Book  Group,  available  from  South  End  Press 
and  in  bookstores.  $7.00  (To  be  reviewed  in 
a  future  issue  of  GCN) 

•“Positive  Woman,”  newsletter  published 
out  of  Washington,  DC  by,  for  and  about 
positive  women.  Contact:  The  Positive 
Woman,  P.O.  Box  33061,  Washington,  DC 
20033-0061.  Subscriptions  $12  for 
individuals,  $40  for  non-profits  (donations 
accepted). 

•For  information  on  the  Social  Security 
Administration  class  action  suit,  contact 
Terry  McGovern  at  (212)  475-8000. 

Boston  Women-Specific  Resources 

•Women’s  AIDS  Resource  Network, 
Dorchester,  Mass.  Outreach  and  service 
provision  for  women  at  risk,  women  who  are 
HTV  positive  or  living  with  AIDS  and  ARC. 
Contact:  Women,  Inc.  at  (617)  442-6166. 

•Entre  Amigas,  a  support  group  for 
Latinas  and  their  children  affected  by  HIV. 
Contact:  Annette  at  (617)  522-5302. 

•Positive  Directions  Women’s  Group, 
meets  Tuesdays  at  5:30  at  the  Boston  Living 
Center,  140  Clarendon  Street  (YWCA),  7th 
floor,  Boston. 

•AIDS  Action  has  a  Women  with  AIDS, 
ARC  and  HIV  group.  Contact:  Carol 
Rosenberg,  Group  Program  Coordinator, 
(617)437-6200  x  274. 

•ACT  UP/BOSTON’s  Women  and  AIDS 
working  group  meets  on  Sundays  at  4:00  at 
Crone’s  Harvest  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Contact: 
Jen  at  (617)  522-6884  or  (617)  49-ACT  UP. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals  ■  announcements 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  New s,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  RO.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


LF  38  Merrimack  Valley.  House  in  woods.  Love 
birds,  cats,  animates.  Eccentric,  reclusive,  very 
loving.  Seeking  LF  to  share  books,  music, 
companionship,  life.  Beer,  cigarettes  okay.  No 
drugs.  Tired  of  feeling  lonely.  Box  430 

(fr  24) 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.!  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


TOP  BY  DAY,  BOTTOM  BY  NIGHT 

I  want  a  MAN  who  is  assertive,  aggressive  and 
masculine.  Who  gets  turned  on  by  the  thought  of  a 
hairy  dark  Italian  waiting  to  fuck  him.  I'm  6"2".  225 
lbs,  under  thirty  and  all  hair,  including  on  my  face. 
I  like  to  Fuck,  and  enjoy  a  number  of  other  activities 
both  vanilla  and  as  a  serious  player.  My  partners 
need  to  be  able  to  be  my  equal  at  all  times,  someone 
who  doesn't  equate  being  a  bottom  with  weakness  or 
passivity.  Contact  Box  230,  GCN. 


Beautiful  tall  young  LF  seeks  strong  dyke  to  fuck. 
You:  smart,  funny,  and  able  to  communicate.  Me; 
progressive,  active  and  looking  for  a  fun,  safe  time. 
A  plus  if  you  are  into  Sinead  and  have  a  great  sense 
of  style.  Let's  talk!  GCN  Box  405 


OBSCENE  PHONE  CALLS 

J/O  Heaven!  Send  me  your  number  and  best  times  to 
call  and  I’ll  curl  your  toes  with  my  nasty  mouth.  Tell 
me  what  you  like  and  this  GM  will  tell  you  what  you 
want  to  hear.  You  won't  regret  it  1  GCN  Box  358 


Charming  Providence  girl  seeks  your  immediate 
attention.  You  must  enjoy  naps,  fine  food,  drink, 
books  and  films  (must  appreciate  the  fact  that  the 
Brattle  has  reopened  in  Cambridge)  and  have  no 
strong  aversion  to  lounging  or  having  a  cocktail 
before  5:00  p.m.  I  am  23.  Iam  looking  for  someone 
to  have  good  conversations  and  good  sex  with  this 
winter.  Age  and  race  unimportant.  If  you  are 
someone  who  knows  when  you  deserve  a  day  off, 
maybe  you'd  like  to  spend  one  with  me.  Write  to 
GCN  Box  DUS 


European  uncut  WGM  30  5'10"  160  good  looking 
from  Chicago  lonely  romantic  enjoy  travel  opera 
disco,  cooking  is  looking  for  serious  warm 
monogamous  relationship  with  sensitive  caring  BGM 
Hispanic  White  GCN  Box  406  (f23) 


Volunteers  are  needed  to  help  organize  a  celebration 
of  the  Women's  Center  20th  anniversary.  If  you  are 
interested  and/or  have  some  suggestions  about  what 
kind  of  event  to  have,  please  call  Judy  at  354-8807. 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


SUBMISSIONS  SOUGHT 

Fiction  Anthology:  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting.  Varied 
experiences,  prose  only.  Contributors  paid.  Deadline 
4/30/91.  Double  space.  SASE.  To:  Parenting 
Anthology  152  Kittredge  St  Boston,  MA  02131 

(25) 


CHER  SOCIETY 

ACTRESS  SINGER  VAMP! 

PO  Box  770255  New  Orleans  LA  70117  (our  club  is 
worldwide  and  honors  our  innocent  vixen  and  oscar 
winning  honest  sensual  superstar  and  potential  future 
President).  (29) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


GCN  SPECIALS 


URBAN  REDECORATION! 

GCN  could  use  a  lot  of  redocoration,  too  .  Do  you 
have  any  couches  or  chairs  that  you  no  longer  need? 
Think  about  donating  them  to  your  favorite  weekly  1 
Call  426-4469.  Thanks! 


Have  you  ever  thought  about  volunteering  at  GCN? 
We  have  jobs  open  for  all  different  kinds  of 
work — from  stuffing  the  paper  to  proof  reading; 
from  writing  newsnotes  to  helping  recycle.  We  also 
have  interning  opportunities. Volunteering  at  GCN 
can  be  a  fun  and  rewarding  experience.  So  call  426 
4469  or  stop  by! 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  -Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 
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My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


] 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  i  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S<  per  word  (35<  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  251 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  351  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x  _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31+  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  S_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $ 1 5  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


(617)  734-6996  Insurance  Accepted 

day,  eve,  weekend  hours 


Stephen  J.  Golburgh  ED.D. 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 


SEXUAL  DISFUNCTIONS  -  GENDER/ 
IDENTITY  •  CHILDREN  OF  ALCOHOLICS  - 
FEARS/PHOBIAS  -  STRESS-RELATED  ILLNESS  • 
ANXIETY/DEPRESSION  •  SPEECH  ANXIETY/ 
STUTTERING  -  ADDICT10NSA2  STEPS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  -  INDIVIDUALS  -  COUPLES 
364  Harvard  Street  •  Brookline,  MA  •  02146 
( near  Coolidge  Comer) 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 


Allan  Singer  LI.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

vXv:-;  ••  + 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  Insurance  accepted 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 

“Bookkeeping  By  Design’’ 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  W.ndows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  conplete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


General  Dentistry 

John  Barna,  Dmd 


581  Boylston  street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 
I  •  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

1  •  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 

AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hejpine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 


9  Crombie  St.,  Salem,  MA  01970.  Application 
deadline  1.25.91.  AA/EOE.  (24) 


Executive  Director  Santa  Cruz  Aids  Project. 
Responsible  for  Administration  of  AIDS  Education 
and  Client  Support  Programs  in  SC  County. 
Demonstrated  successful  experience  in  budget  and 
personnel  management.,  fund  development  and  grant 
writing,  and  community  relations.  Ability  to  work 
effectively  with  diverse  populations.  Spanish- 
speaking  prefered.  Competitive  salary  and  excellent 
benefits.  Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Personnel 
Committee,  Santa  Cruz  AIDS  Project,  P.O.  Box 
5142,  Santa  Cruz,  California,  95063  (408)427-3900 

(24) 


HELP  WANTED! 

Data  entery — GCN  is  about  to  enter  it's  next  phase  of 
development.  We  have  been  slowly  integrating  a 
computerized  accounting  system.  We  need  two 
volunteers  To  help  the  Coor.  Editor  to  imput  the  rest 
of  the  records  so  we  will  have  complete  information 
in  the  system.  If  you  are  experienced  with  entry  and 
would  like  to  donate  some  time  to  us — please  call 
288-4468  and  ask  to  speak  to  Frank  Strona.  Thanks! 


PART-  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendents  to  assist  female  disabled 
activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have  a 
driver's  liscense  and  be  responsible,  mature  and 
energetic.  Weekends  $190.  Call  731-6228.  (28) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDENT 

Arlington/Somerville  area.  Experience  necessary 
dependibility  a  musL  Car  required.  Call  Bill  at  648- 
0578  after  7:00  PM.  (23) 


MULTICULTURAL  AIDS  COALITION 

Seeks  a  Director  of  Development  to  plan  and 
mangage  all  resource  development  activities  of  a 
growing  organization.  Includes:  fundraising  plans, 
systems  and  proceedures,  individual  donor  base, 
contracts  with  public  agencies,  long  range  financial 
planning.  Qualifications:  3  years  professional 
experience  of  direct  development  work  with 
demonstrated  success,  strong  communication  and 
writing  skills  a  must,  ability  to  work  closely  with  a 
multicultural  constituency  and  knowlege  of  relevant 
program  areas:  public  health,  community 
organization,  public  policy  advocacy  and  education, 
social  services.  Send  resume  by  1/18/91  to 
Executive  Director,  MAC,  566  Columbus  Ave., 
Boston  02116.  (25) 


Roommate  Wante 


WATERTOWN 

2GM  &  L  seek  roommate.  Sunny  spacious  apt  avail 
now.  $200+  deposit  Independent  sober  household. 
One  cat.  T  accessible.  926-9577  (23) 

Two  rooms  in  quiet  sunny  three  BR  apt. 

Washer/Dryer  in  house.  Near  Northeastern,  BUSM, 
Downtown,  Public  Transportation.  $300+  electricity. 
Call  427-6512  (24) 


CAMBRIDGE 

Two  lesbians,  non-smokers,  seek  non-smoking 
lesbian  for  3BR  apartment  Dining  room,  hardwood 
floors,  yard,  garden,  laundry,  piano,  near 
transportation,  $395  (617)  868-1561.  Sorry  no  pets. 

(23) 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

MELROSE:  Handsome,  mahogany  furnished  room 
in  large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreet  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  males.  $395  incl.  util.  665-6082  (23) 


LF  wanted  to  share  spacious,  sunny  apt  in  house, 
tree-view  porch,  parking,  W/D,  quiet,  convenient 
area,  near  trans.  Watertown.  No  smoke.  $375+  923- 
9087  (23) 


Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wall 
to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $372  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
899-2976  (24) 


2F  seek  IF  or  1GM  for  3  BR  apt  in  Somerville. 
Sunny,  spacious,  clean,  independent,  friendly!  10 
min.  walk  to  Porter  T;  buses  to  Lechmere,  Central, 
Sullivan.  Avi  immed.  $292  +  util.  628-0600  (24) 


3f  seek  If  (mature,  responsible,  independent,  prefer 
veg)  for  large  2  fl  apartment  near  Davis  Square  T.  No 
smoking,  drugs,  pets.  $300+  Available  now.  776- 
3656.  (24) 


Help  Wante 


PROGRAM  MANAGER 

North  Shore  battered  women’s  organization  seeks 
applicant  with  experience  in  shelter  management, 
staff  supervision,  program  and  contract  management 
Individual  mus  be  commiued  to  working  against  all 
forms  of  oppressive  behavior  and  promoting 
empowerment.  Bilingual  abilities  helpful.  EOE. 
Salary  to  $25K.  Resumes  only  to  Executive 
Director,  HAWC,  9  Crombie,  Salem,  MA  01970 

(24) 


WORK  FOR  PEACE 

Change  U.S.  policy  towards  Central  America.  The 
Central  America  Solidarity  Assoc,  is  hiring  evening 
phonebankers  $7.15  average  hourly  pay.  492-8699. 
Rebecca  or  Pam. 


RESIDENT  MANAGER 

for  North  Shore  battered  women's  shelter. 
Responsibilities  include  being  availabe  to  residents 
from  9  pm-llpm,  Sun  through  Thurs,  and  for 
emergencies  overnight;  supervising  chores; 
facilitating  meetings,  orienting  new  residents.  Salary 
$7500-  $9,000  plus  room  and  private  bathroom. 
Ideal  for  graduate  student.  Bilingual  abilities  helpful. 
Resumes  only  to  Administrative  Assistant,  HAWC, 


2BR  avail,  for  L  or  BiF  in  Medford  near  Tufts,  T. 
W/D,  off/s  parking,  porches,  wdflrs,  skylights, 
287/mo.  Prefer  under  30.  Available  1/1.  Call  396- 
5242  (24) 


Room  available  $290/mo  inclusive.  Hadley 
farmhouse  apartment,  big  field  and  yard.  Five 
minutes  to  UMASS/Amherest;  20  to  Northampton; 
commuting  distance  to  Springfeild.  Two  gay, 
vegetarian  non-smoking  males  looking  for  like- 
minded  adult  413-549-0081  Matthew  (27) 


WINTHROP/  HARBOR/VIEW 

Creative  effervescent  gay  female  seeks  two  prof,  gay 
females/males  for  large  3  bedroom  house  two  bath 
deck  fireplace  pkg.  near  bus/T  $333+  No  pets 
Smokers  O.K.  Bev  451-5359/8463773  Avail  2/1/90 


HARVARD  SQUARE 

LF  and  BF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  BF  for  apartment  ten 
minutes  from  Havard  Square.  Late  20's  preferred, 
women  of  color  welcome.  $341.67/  month  plus 
utilities.  Available  February  IsL  Please  call  623- 
1588  (25) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  women  (2  Ls)  seek  4th  woman  for  out  beautiful, 
friendly  semi-coop  home  near  pond  and  T.  No  pets  or 
smoking.  $270/mo  +  util.  Avail,  now.  522-7466 

(25) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate  Wante 


GM  to  share  2  floor,  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo. 
Accross  from  train.  Furnished,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  fireplace,  yard,  A/C  wall  to  wall,  $450 
month  includes  util.  508-745-7236  (25) 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apL  Many  extras  $450  htd.  (508)  685  6139 


ROMMATE  WANTED 

M/F  needed  to  share  independent  Jamaica  Plain 
household  with  2  L's  and  1  GM  in  mid-twenties. 
Third  floor  apt.,  secure,  with  washing  machine  and 
porch.  5  minute  walk  to  green  line  and  #39  bus,  and 
close  to  orange  line.  Small  market  directly  accross 
the  street.  Prefer  nonsmoker.  No  cats  or  dogs.  Please 
be  responsible  and  reasonably  tidy.  Rent  is  $212.50 
plus  utilities..  Available  January  1st.  Call  Laura  524- 
7794.and  leave  message,  or  try  days. 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (23) 


FROLIC  IN  IP! 

Come  share  3  bedroom  apt  right  around  the  comer 
from  Stoneybrook  T.  Semi-coop,  veggie,  relaxed 
but  responsible.  Mature,  independent  dyke  sought  for 
Feb  1st.  Call  Rebecca  at  522-6884  and  leave 
message.  # 


SOMERVILLE-UNION  SQUARE 

LF  and  Cat  seek  prof.  LF  30+  to  share  2BR,  with 
large  sunny  rooms,  porches,  parking  and  wood 
burning  stove,  neat  and  good  humored.  No  smoking. 
Prefer  no  pets.  $400+  776-4364  (23) 


BRIGHTON-OAK  SQ. 

2L  seek  woman  to  share  3BR  apt.  Convenient  to  T, 
bus,  laundromat,  video  store.  Free  parking  on  the 
street.  No  smoke,  pets.  $330+  util.  782-3567  (22) 


SOMERYILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275Ano.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  for  large  3  floor  apt. 
Off  street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to 
buses,  10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  350+.  923- 
4370.  (23) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  veggie,  coop,  political,  goofy 
home.  25+  near  orange  and  green  lines.  No 
alcohol/drugs.  Available  now.  Call  522-93 51.  (23) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  U  BEUCAMB 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt.  on  tree-lined  street  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friendly.  864-4314  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  30's  and  cat  seek  same  for  2BR  and  study 
near  stores,  laundry,  T.  Independent,  friendly,  no 
smoking  or  more  pets.  $397.50  includes  heal  522- 
6012  (22) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  $330+.  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (23) 


LF  w/2  dogs  seeks  LF  28+  for  5-rm  Somerville  apt. 
near  Davis  T.  Indep,  friendly.  No  more  pets,  no 
smoke,  drugs  min.  alcohol.  $300+  628-4632  (22) 


LET’S  CREATE  OUR  OWN  SPACE  IN  JP 

LF  (&  2  cats)  looking  for  1  or  2  LF  in  to  seek  and 
share  apt/home  together.  Call  Susan  522-5123  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

1  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  lake  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  March  and  April 
(dates  somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2 
room  JP  condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to 
arb,  close  to  green+orangc  line.  You’d  need  to  pay 
rent,  but  amount  negoL  Call  522-7720  +  lv.  msg. 


F/M  roommate  wanted  to  live  w/  LF  in  large  Allston 
apt.  $425/mo.  ApL  is  huge  w/2  porches,  GIK  LR  & 
DR,  in  all  gay  bldg.  No  smoking/  drugs.  Call  Terri 
782-2665  (22) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  seeks  1  LF  25+ .  Great  apartment.  Room  for  rent 
is  very  small.  $150+  no  smoke.  No  pets.  Min. 
Alcohol.  Call  524-3793  (22) 

2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 

parking,  near  T.  No  pels.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (23) 


DAVIS  SQUARE 

2LF  and  cat  sk  LF  for  large  sunny  2nd  floor  apt  in 
Somerville.  No  smoking.  Rent  $325+  Avail  Jan  1. 
Call  776-4955  (23) 


Lf  36  needs  place  JP/Cmb  Feb  1.  $300+  I'm  wild, 
wonderful,  PI.,  fun,  open  minded,  12  step.  Will  live 
or  look  with  same.  No  pets,  smoke.  Jan  524-5145 


A  PARTMENTS 


Plum  Island  Newbury  winter  or  year  round:  2BR 
first  floor  ape  $700  House:  2BR,  Porch.  Basement 
$775.  Both:  Parking,  beach,  pels  OK  (617)  489- 
2171  Available  Now. 


QAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groCtps.  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  etc  .  etc  t area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too') 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women  s  section  1 

,  SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4  50:  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts.! 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver-, 
mont.  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class | 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential .  To  list  a, 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information .  send 
stamped,  selt-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices)  ( 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/S6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02 181. (ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  oi  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
ai.Jusuo.  ao  more  u/icas  u.  i^csi-oii,  joh  v-omiu,  ivu. 
236G.SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  S 1  S/1 1  issues.  S6  plus  $1 
postage. 2423  18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009(ex) 


Jones  Hill  Dorch  2-BR  apt  w  wood  floors,  parches, 

backyard,  pets  okay,  near  T.  Lesb.  owner  occupied. 

Available  1/1/91.  Call  288-9136  (24) 
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Vacations  1  Organizations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Sl  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


New  HIV/AIDS  groups  starting  up  Inside 
this  prison.  We  need  reading  material 
badly,  information  about  AIDS.  Please 
send  your  old  AIDS  periodicals  that 
you’ve  already  read,  or  you  brand  new 
material  to  Mike,  at  Redbook,  92  Green 
St,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130,  so  he  can 
forward  them.  (The  prison  doesn't  allow 
reading  material  to  come  from  indivuals, 

only  bookstores.)  THANKS! _ 

Black  gay  Queen,  will  like  to  write  to  other 
gays  inside  prisons  or  on  the  outside  for 
lifelong  true  friendship.  Please  don't  write 
one  letter  and  then  stop.  (Get  well,  Mike, 
you  mean  a  lot  to  us  gay  girls.  )  John 
(Boojack)  ROYAL,  117208,  Box  500, 

Boydton  VA  23917. _ 

Gay  male  with  fondness  for  other  gay  males 
and  TV/TS  persons.  I  enjoy  music,  dancing, 
poetry,  martial  arts,  and  collecting 
photographs.  Joseph  HOPPER,  PO  Box 

78426,  Florence  AZ  85232. _ 

I  would  like  to  develop  top  quality,  on¬ 
going  mail  friendships  with  prisoner  college 
students.  Chris  CHARLES,  Box  19602, 

Cincinnati  OH  45219. _ 

If  you  are  seeking  a  real  friendship  of  trust 
and  understanding,  then  look  no  further.  So 
am  I!  Gender  and  race  not  important  Please 
write.  Daniel  BITTER,  R144774,  Box  56, 

Lebanon  ON  45036. _ 

I  am  26,  from  Puerto  Rico,  and  interested  in 
writing  readers  of  GCN.  Quiet,  nice 
looking,  good  hearted.  (Thank 

you  for  sending  me  the  paper!)  Jaime 
ORTIZ,  24352,  Box  208,  Indian  Springs 

NV  89070. _ 

Openly  gay  prisoner,  26,  seeks 
correspondence  with  others  who  are  lonely 
and  in  need  of  a  caring  friend  as  I  am.  John 
CRAFT,  900145,  Box  900,  Shelton  WA 

98584. _ 

GM,  23,  interested  in  joys  of  meeting  new 
people,  and  keeping  and  open  mind. 
Looking  for  friendship.  Can  write  other 
prisoners.  Michael  WESTERMEYER, 

93812,  Hwy  146,  LaGrange  KY  40032 _ 

I've  had  only  two  relationships  and  both 
were  with  TVs  and  were  beautiful!  I'd  like 
to  meet  someone  about  my  size  (5’8",  160) 
who  likes  to  act  a  little  more  feminine  than 
masculine.  Any  race  is  ok.  I  seek  affection 
and  friendship.  James  REDMOND,  03277- 
045,  Unit  23,  71  W  Van  Buren,  Chicago  IL 

60605. _ 

GM,  28,  in  good  physical  condition, 
needing  a  friend  for  correspondence.  Don’t 
want  you  money,  just  some  friendship  and 
conversation.  Don  JAMES,  Box  215, 

Maury.  NC  28554. _ 

Tm  a  27  yr  old  GM  who  likes  the  outdoors, 
rock  n  roll,  country  music  and  classical,  am 
open  minded  and  a  free  spirit  (when  not 
locked  down  too  long!)  Ronald  HAY, 
D00493,  PO  Box  7500,  Crescent  City  CA 
95531 _ 


“WALL  THOSE  IN  AN0  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

99 

I'm  31,  looking  for  a  lady  to  drive  my 
loneliness  away.  Can't  write  to  other 
prisoners.  If  you're  out  there  and  looking 
for  someone  who  has  some  understanding, 
please  write.  Cindy  JOHNSON,  110615, 
Box  11492,  MBCC,  Oklahoma  Citv  OK 

73136. _ 

Pm  27,  Black  and  incarcerated.  I  want  to 
write  someone  that  is  free  and  who  wants 
to  write  someone  that  will  be  total  free. 
Cynthia  PERRY,  204841,  3511  Bemis  Rd, 

Ypsilanti  MI  48197 _ 

GF,  30.  Love  sports  and  outdoors.  Would 
like  a  penpal.  I'm  doing  a  little  time,  so  Tm 
lonely.  Stacy  SHEPPARD.  24398,  32363 
Hwy  79,  Warner  Springs  CA  92086. 


I’m  23,  but  very  mature,  and  would  like  a 
friend  or  two.  I  like  to  draw,  and  Tm  very 
humorous.  Sandra  BALDWIN,  161034, 

PO  Box  8540,  #371,  Pembroke  Pines  FL 
33024 _ 


GM,  24,  wants  to  hear  from  a  transsexual 
from  the  outside  world.  Looking  for  a  friend 
who  will  help  me  turn  myself  into  a 
transsexual  too.  Please  reply  to  Richard 
HAMMOND,  98995,  Box  128,  Eddyville 

KY  42038. _ 

40  yr  old  prisoner  (don't  let  my  age  fool 
you).  Picture  a  '50  Cadillac,  needs  a  little 
body  work,  but  engine  straight  out  the  the 
showroom.  Would  enjoy  hearing  from  drag 
queens,  pre-op  TSs  and  anyone  that  doesn't 
mind  a  jail  male.  Obvious  prisoner  mail 
won't  get  thru  to  me.  Paul  Kip  KIRK, 
83001-158,  Box  1000,  Lewisburg  PA 
17837. _ 

TYPEWRIT  BIS  FOR  PRISON  PROJECT 

The  Resist  Foundation  in  Somerville,  MA,  still 
has  a  few  typewriters  to  donate  to  prisoners. 
Preference  is  for  inside  groups  that  are 
involved  with  education  or  organizing.  Next 
preference  is  to  prisoners  who  are  using 
typewriters  to  help  a  number  of  other  people. 
If  you  would  like  to  apply  for  a  typewriter, 
write  and  describe  the  project  you  arc 
working  on  or  how  you  and  others  inside 
would  be  able  to  use  it.  Also,  please  let  us 
know  what  regulations  are  involved  in 
sending  you  a  typewriter.  Write:  Typewriters 
for  Prisoners,  c/o  Brian  Flynn,  GCN, 62 
Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


If  you  are  a  prisoner  with  AIDS 
and  want  to  write  to  PWAs 
who  are  living  satisfying  lives 
outside,  write:  Hay  House, 
501  Santa  Monica  Blvd,  No. 
602,  Santa  Monica  CA  90401 


Cale 


9  January,  Boston  ♦  Triangle  Theater  Opening:  Backward, 
Turn  Backward.  Written  by  Sarah  Dreher,  creator  of  lesbian/feminist 
detective  Stoner  McTavish.  Opening  tonight  8  p.m.;  then,  8  p.m. 
Wednesdays  through  Saturdays,  through  2/2/91.  Triangle  Theater,  58 
Berkeley  (above  GCN).  Tickets  $15  through  Ticketron  and  Bostix,  or 
at  window  on  evening  of  performance.  Info:  426-3550. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

6  Sunday 

Brookline  ♦  Put  Your  Best  Foot  Forward;  Swing  and 
Ballroom  Dance  Classes  for  G/L/B  People.  8-week 
session  begins  for  all  levels.  Info:  Sara  Brodsky  522- 
1444. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Potluck.  4  to  9  p.m. 
Info  and  location:  Ed  or  John  288-4367  or  Hotline  825- 
3737. 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Somerville 
and  Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71  Union  Sq,  6 
p.m.  First  Sunday  each  month.  Info:  Usa,  628-2532 

Beverly  4  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting  Support 
Group.  First  Sunday  each  month.  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church.  22S  Cabot  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  593-S252 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Men's  Network.  First 
Sunday  of  each  month  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  247-6683. 

7  Monday 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston.  Planning 
mtg.  for  1/26-27  x-country  and  downhill  ski.  Info: 
Kathy  or  Lee  625-6478. 

Boston  ♦  NASW  Comm,  on  Gay  /  Lesbian  /  Bi  Issues. 
Presentation:  Bereavement  groups  with  parners  / 
families  of  PWA's.  For  social  workers  and  social  work 
students.  Info  and  carpooling.  Meryl  964-3448.  To  get 
on  mailing  list  227-9635  days. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Being  Gay  and  Suicide.  8  to 
10  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

8  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Second  Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus). 
6:30  p.m.  Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  School  Teachers  /  Administrators 
Potluck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  522-9617. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Issues  Around  Food.  7 
to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354- 
8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series  /  AIDS 
Activism:  "Stiff  Sheets,"  "The  World  Is  Sick  (Sic),"  and 
"Positive."  Screenings  7  and  9  p.m.  Room  66-110  (25 
Ames  St),  MIT.  First  in  four-week  series.  Info:  253- 
3599. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Second  Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or 
(508)  562-5807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Woman's  Rap:  Sex  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

9  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Mass.  Cl L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boykton  St  entrance). 

Boston  4  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  At  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each  month.  8  p.m. 
Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Triangle  Theater  Opening  Backward,  Turn 
Backward.  Written  by  Sarah  Dreher,  creator  of 
lesbian/feminist  detective  Stoner  McTavish.  Opening 
tonight  8  p.m.;  then,  8  p.m.  Wednesdays  through 
Saturdays,  through  2/2/91.  Triangle  Theater,  58 
Berkeley  (above  GCN).  Tickets  $  1 5  through  Ticketron 
and  Bostix,  or  at  window  on  evening  of  performance. 
Info:  426-3550. 

Cambridge  4  Performing  Artists'  AIDS  Coalition  at 
Harvard  U.:  "Merrily  We  Roll  Along."  Jaa  9  to  12  8 
p.m.;  also  230  p.m.  Jan.  12  Agassiz  Theater,  Harvard 
Sq.  Tickets  $7,  $5  students. 

1 0  Thursday 

Boston  4  Help  Build  Affordable  Housing  for  Persons 
with  AIDS.  Define  a  mission  for,  form  and  incorporate, 
and  formulate,  plan,  and  select  the  first  project  of  the 
AIDS  Housing  Corporation.  Boston  Housing 
Partnership,  99  Chauncy  St.  5:30  p.m.  Info:  Todd 
Summers  556-3906  or  Felix  Torres  437-6200  x263. 
Dorchester  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns  Committee 


of  SEIU  Local  509.  Second  Thursday  each  month. 
Union  office,  5  Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m.  Info: 
282-2509. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  HIV  Medical 
Forum.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC, 
140  Clarendon  St  7th  floor.  This  month  a  beginner's 
level  presentation  by  Cal  Cohen,  M.D.,  CRI-NE.  Info: 
Rob  267-0900. 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Business  Mtg  7:30 
p.m.  Info  and  location  Hotline  825-3737. 

Boston  4  GLAAD.  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  mtg.  second  Thursday 
each  month  The  Center  rm.  202  338  Newbury  St  8 
p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

Exeter,  NH  4  Tricia  Langlois  and  Doshie  Powers.  8:30 
p.m.  Loaf  and  Ladle,  9  Water  St  Info:  (603)  778-8955. 

1 1  Friday 

Boston  4  Game  Night  Board  and  parlor  games  every 
other  Friday,  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info: 
247-2927. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "The  Omen." 
8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm.  203. 

1 2  Saturday 

Provincetown  4  P'town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m.  St  Mary's  of  the  Harbor. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing: 
International  Folk  Dance  Party.  Smoke  /  drug  free.  8  to 
1 1  p.m.;  beginners'  lessons  7:30  p.m.  First  Church  of 
J.P.,  corner  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  $5.  Info  and 
directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott 
536-2014. 

1 3  Sunday 

Boston  4  Ass'n  of  L/G  Psychologists.  10  am.  Simmons 
ColL  Special  Functions  Rm.  Info:  643-3179. 

Boston  4  "Effect  of  Pres.  Bush's  Veto  of  the  1990  Civil 
Rights  Bill  and  the  Impact  of  Recent  Supreme  Court 
Decisions  on  Employment  Discrimination."  1 1  am. 
Comm.  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St. 

Cambridge  4  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  Monthly 
Mtg.  and  Potluclc  "Multicultural  Issues  in  1991."  I  to  5 
p.m.  Phillips  Brooks  Hs.,  Harvard  Yd.  Info:  David  547- 
1986. 

Boston  4  Dykes'  Dialog  Lesbian  Safe  Sex.  4  p.m.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  Info:  247-2927. 

14  Monday 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  How  To  Get  Re- 
Established  in  a  New  Place.  8  to  10  p.m.  Women's 
Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

1 5  Tuesday 

Framingham  4  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Group.  People  22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg.,  214 
Concord  St  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S. 
Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Cambridge  4  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Women's  Spirituality. 

7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  Info:  354- 
8807. 

Cambridge  4  MIT  Queer  Movies  Series  /  Lesbian 
Style:  "Can't  You  Take  a  Joke?,’  "Dry  Kisses  Only,"  and 
"How  to  Kill  Her."  Screenings  7  and  9  p.m.  Room  66- 
110  (25  Ames  St),  MIT.  Second  in  four-week  series. 
Info:  253-3599. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Woman's  Rap:  Family 
Relationships.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr.,  46 
Pleasant  St  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  First  and 
third  Tuesday  each  month.  Undemann  Center,  2nd  fl. 

8  to  10  p.m.  Info  742-7897. 

Boston  4  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Opening  Up 
to  Children  and  Other  Disclosure  Issues.  8  p.m. 
Undemann  Ctr,  25  Stanford  St,  2nd  fir.  Revere  Rm. 
Info:  742-7897. 

1 6  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 
1 2:30  p.m.  Info:  Julie  725-3562. 

Boston  4  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force.  Special 
topic,  effort  to  create  and  enact  domestic  partnership 
legislation  in  Boston.  7  p.m.  Boston  NOW,  971 
Comm.  Ave.  Info:  782-1056. 

Worcester  4  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  2 1  and 
under.  First  and  third  Wednesday  each  month.  United 
Congregational  Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7  p.m.  Info: 
(508)  755-0005. 

1 7  Thursday 

Boston  4  "Prevention  of  Opportunistic  Infections:  An 
Update."  Medical  interventions  and  access  to 
experimental  treatments.  Co-sponsors:  AAC;  ACT 


UP;  Clinical  Partners.  6  to  8  p.m.  at  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  St,  7th  floor.  Info  and  registration:  536- 
5950. 

Northampton  4  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St  7:30  p.m.  (4 1 3)  527-53 1 0. 

1 8  Friday 

Boston  4  FCHC  Uving  Well  Series:  $$$,  Insurance, 
and  HIV.  6  to  8  p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  floor.  $1 
Info  and  registration:  267-0900. 

Boston  4  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Tongue  Fu:  Using 
Humor  As  a  Coping  Tool.  7  to  10  p.m.  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  St  7th  floor,  $1  Info  and  registration:  267- 
0900. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies:  "Parting 
Glances."  8:05  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St,  rm. 
203. 

Cambridge  4  GAMIT  Dance.  9  p.m.  2nd  fir.  MIT 
Student  Ctr.,  84  Mass.  Ave.  $4,  $3  w /  student  ID.  Info: 
Johanna  225-7108. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  Noon  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pool  Info:  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.)  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin.  Info:  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 II 

Boston  4  Dignity  Mass.  Uturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St 
5:30  p.m.  Info:  536-6518. 

Boston  4  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  35 1  Boykton  St  Info:  227-5794. 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bkexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-2518  or  Frank 
666-8912 

Boston  4  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov't 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  4  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 
Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Meeting  House  HilL  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats 
8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Coordinating  Committee.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St  Info:  247-2927. 

Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-3773. 

Boston  4  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  4  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 

Medford  Radio  4  "We  the  People"  -  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.SFM.  7-9  am.  Tufts  University 
radio. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  Gay/Bisexual 
Men  and  Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30 
p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  266- 
0628. 

Cambridge  TV  4  PrideTime  ~  Boston  gay  and  lesbian 


television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge  Cable  Channel 
19.7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  Informal  Meeting  with  Mayor  Flynn's  Liason 
to  the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  available  2  to  6 
p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appointment  necessary,  but 
Ms.  Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St  New  persons'  meeting  6  p.m.;  women 
and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting 
7:30  p.m.  523-7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  4  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings  All  welcome.  Frontier. 

1 9  Pearl  St  7  to  1 0  p.m.  Info:  (4 1 3)788-7459 

Boston  4  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics  Mass 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259-1559. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendoa  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Boston  4  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  --  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Arlington  Street  Church  (use  Boylston  Street 
entrance).  6  to  9  p.m.  Info  4SI-9003. 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K. 
338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Provincetown  4  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  Info:  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and  Bisexuals. 
(ACA  =  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.)  Support  group 
for  all  adult  children  of  dysfunctional  family  systems. 
Lindemann  Center,  2nd  floor,  Winthrop  Room. 
Wheelchair  access.  8  p.m.  Info:  536-2856. 

Boston  4  The  Group.  Dkcussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  266-1 129. 

Cambridge  4  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown.  Info  395-4664. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  Info: 
236-1011 

Boston  4  Body  Electric.  Healing  w/sensual  massage  for 
gay  and  bisexual  men.  $11  Info:  522-9164. 

Boston  4  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  262-3456. 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info:  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1 1  am- 1 2:30  p.m. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  4  Pink  Flamingos.  For  TV/TS  of  New  England. 
4.00  to  6:00  p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  Info:  247- 
2927. 

Boston  TV  4  PrideTime  ~  Boston  gay  and  lesbian 
television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30  p.m. 
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Conference 

Continued  from  page  1 1 
stated  UCLA’s  Mays.  “Asking  a  woman  on  a 
fixed  income  to  purchase  condoms  ‘in  case’ 
when  food  is  always  needed  [exemplifies  the 
point  that]  education  is  not  the  same  as 
knowledge....  Women  may  get  correct 
answers  on  an  AIDS  test  but  still  need  to 
negotiate  the  use  of  condoms  often  at  the  risk 
of  harm  or  financial  abandonment.  The 
context  for  HIV  is  the  longstanding 
disenfranchisement  of  women  everywhere.” 
Mays  later  told  the  audience  that  she  and 
colleagues  at  UCLA  would  get  hold  of  the 
conference  mailing  list  and  send  out  needs 
assessments  for  all  participants  “to  tell  us 
and  tell  them  what  we  need.” 


lesbians,  statistics,  and  safety 

In  a  workshop  on  “Risk  Assessment,” 
lesbian  panelists  Patricia  Case  and  Denise 
Ribble  called  on  researchers  to  include 
questions  about  woman-to-woman  sex  in  all 
studies.  Case,  a  recovering  addict  who  was  a 
cofounder  of  Prevention  Point  the  needle 
exchange  in  San  Francisco,  is  a  researcher 
known  for  her  study  of  lesbian  ivdus.  She 
termed  the  invisibility  of  lesbians  in  research 
“another  example  of  how  to  lie  with 
statistics.” 

Pointing  out  the  discrepancies  between  a 
1988  CDC-funded  study  (Drotman)  which 
examined  101  women  with  AIDS  who  had 
engaged  in  woman-to-woman  sex  and  a 
1990  CDC-funded  study  released  in 
November  (Chu,  et.  al.  American  Journal  of 
Public  Health )  which  came  up  with  only  79 
such  cases  two  years  later,  Case  asked 
“Where  did  those  women  go?” 

The  CDC  defines  a  lesbian  as  a  woman 
who  has  not  had  sex  with  a  man  since  1977. 
CDC  officials  have  reasoned  publicly  that 
CDC  doesn’t  keep  statistics  on  lesbians 
because  numbers  such  as  Drotman’s  are 
“statistically  insignificant”  and  “because 
lesbians  don’t  have  much  sex[!]”. 

Angrily  decrying  the  loss  of  several 
lesbian  friends  to  AIDS,  Case  noted  “I  know 
a  lesbian  who  was  just  reclassified  into  the 
heterosexual  category  by  CDC  statisticians 
because  she  had  sex  with  a  man  in  the  last 


thirteen  years!  How  many  of  you  would  be 
in  that  category?  Think  about  it!”  Calling  on 
workshop  attendees  to  consider  how  many 
lesbians  we  know  who  are  HIV  positive  or 
living  with  AIDS,  Case  pressed  all  to 
challenge  the  myth  that  lesbians  aren’t 
getting  AIDS.  “I  know  of  40  lesbian  PWAs 
myself.  I  know  people  like  to  trash  these  as 
‘anecdotal’  but  this  [knowledge  among 
ourselves]  is  the  first  sign  of  a  problem.” 

Ribble,  a  nurse  in  New  York,  cited  the 
standard  45  page  risk  assessment  survey 
employed  by  clinicians  which  includes  no 
questions  on  woman-to-woman  contact,  as 
further  proof  that  the  CDC  “doesn’t  believe 
lesbians  exist.”  Discussing  1987  data 
gathered  by  self-reported  questionnaires 
published  in  New  York’s  lesbian  periodical 
Visibilities,  Ribble  said  several  positive 
women  identified  as  their  primary 
transmission  risk  sex  with  another  woman. 

Holding  up  a  quart  container,  Ribble 
explained  how,  normally,  a  quart  of  infected 
vaginal  secretions  might  allow  for 
transmission  of  HIV  during  oral  sex.  Ribble 
believes  a  woman  going  down  on  a  woman 


with  vaginal  thrush  could  be  exposed  to  HIV 
by  sucking  down  a  tablespoon  of 
secretions/come  because  white  blood  cells  are 
present  in  higher  concentration  with  such 
infections. 

Many  women  use  yogurt  and  other  “over 
the  counter”  remedies  to  deal  with  yeast 
infections.  Combined  with  the  lack  of 
knowledge  and  government  non-sanctioning 
of  persistent  vaginal  thrush  as  a  possible 
indication  of  HIV  infection,  few  women  may 
know  they  may  be  showing  evidence,  HIV 
infection,  let  alone  need  to  consider 
precautions  for  their  own  safety  and  that  of 
their  partners. 

Cunnilingus,  oral  sex  on  a  woman,  is  not 
being  researched  and  the  efficacy  of  dental 
dams  is  not  known.  Little  mention  of  this 
barrier  method  was  made  by  speakers  at  the 
conference.  Queried  by  GCN  on  what  her  take 
is  on  the  use  of  plastic  wrap  as  a  barrier  during 
oral  sex.  Case  retorted  that  on  the  East  Coast 
“The  word  is  use  ‘microwaveable’  and  on  the 
West  Coast  it’s  ‘non-microwaveable.’  But  the 
fact  is  we  don’t  have  the  research  on  woman- 
to-woman  transmission,  so  who  knows?!” 


Echoing  Minkoff  and  other  providers, 
Ribble  concluded  that  “The  primary 
rationale  for  risk  assessment  is  to  promote 
testing....Continual  discounting  of  women’s 
sexuality  means  women  are  gonna  die.  We 
need  a  different  approach.  It  needs  to  be 
something  where  a  woman  has  a  chance  to 
say  ‘I’m  at  risk.’  and  ‘What  is  there  for  me 
[services,  etc.]?”’  Homophobia  and  lack  of 
access  to  health  care  may  not  only  deter 
lesbians  from  seeking  and  finding  HIV 
specific  services  but  also  act  against  lesbian 
inclusion  in  statistics. 

“The  real  deal” 

A  Unity  Statement  drawn  up  in  a  caucus 
meeting  was  read  by  a  woman  with  HIV 
infection  on  Friday.  Signed  and  delivered  by 
many  participants  to  Dan  Hoth  and  Anthony 
Fauci  after  their  speeches,  it  was  a  simple 
statement  of  demands  for  change.  But  the 
fact  remains  that,  besides  the  isms,  funding 
is  the  usual  problem  in  carrying  out  such 
recommendations. 

Reminding  the  audience  that,  as  Fauci 
contended,  “the  real  deal  in  this  country  is 
money,"  Janet  Mitchell  surmised  that  “The 
cheapest  way  to  provide  health  care  is  to  set 
up  an  expensive  bureaucracy  to  benefit  the 
provider  at  the  expense  of  the  patient.... Much 
of  this  conference  can  be  summed  up  in  a 
word  we  know  well  in  minority 
communities — disparity.”  As  for  the  future, 
Mitchell  was  sardonic.  “Maybe  they’ll  all 
have  a  collective  religious  experience  and 
decide  that  health  care  is  a  right  and  not  a 
privilege!” 

In  the  meantime,  however,  many  of  us  left 
the  conference  energized  both  by  the 
opportunities  to  network  with  a  coalition  of 
women  (and  a  few  men)  from  around  the 
country  doing  this  work  and  by  words  like 
those  of  Rashidah  Lorraine  Hassan, 
cofounder  and  Executive  Director  of 
Philadelphia’s  BEBASHI  (Blacks  Educating 
Blacks  About  Sexual  Health  Issues)  and  a 
former  Black  Panther  Party  member. 
Likening  most  AIDS  conferences  to 
masturbation,  Hossan  exhorted  attendees  to 
“assume  the  power;  it  is  time  to  come.” 

copyright  1990  Mare*  Murray 

Marea  Murray  is  a  clinical  social  worker 
in  private  practice.  This  month  marks  her 
seventh  year  in  AIDS  service  and  AIDS 
activism. 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  20 

THE  DEB  HUSTON  BAND  WITH  SPECIAL  GUESTS  LADIES  X-PRESS 
(NEXT  DAY  IS  A  HOUDAY  •  SPEND  YOUR  NIGHT  OUT  AT  INDIGO) 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW! 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  21 

6PM-9PM  TASTE -O- RAMA  •  THE  GOLDEN  FRYING  PAN  TEAM  COOK-OFF 

(TO  BENEFIT  THE  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  SOFTBALL  WORLD  SERIES 
BEING  HELD  IN  BOSTON  THIS  YEAR ) 

SAMPLE  THE  ORIGINAL  CUISINE  OF  TEN  Of  BOSTON'S  CLUBS 
AND  SOFTBALL  TEAMS.  VOTE  FOR  YOUR  FAVORITE! 


Thu  4PM  2AM.  Fn  4PM-2AM.  Sat  9PM  2AM.  Sun  9PM- 1AM 
823  Main  Street.  Cambridge.  MA  617-497-7200 


On  March  21,  1990, 

200  People  in  New  York  City 
Living  with  HIV  Infection  and  Other 
Life-Threatening  Illness,  Participated 
in  a  Five  Day  Adventure  in  Awareness  called 
“The  Gift  of  the  Heart”  Seminar. 


When  life  hands 
you  lemons... 

Make  lemonade. 


The  Gift  of  the  Heart 

An  uphftmg  and  Lmmg  Seminar 
fin  People  Lttmg 
tilth  Life-threatening  illness 

Boston 

January  2)  •  27.  1991 


By  Popular  Demand,  on  January  23,  1991, 

“The  Gift  of  the  Heart” 
arrives  in  Boston. 

Just  SSO  (complete  tuition)  and  your  willingness  to  grow 
unleashes  this  powerful  tool  for  self-discovery  which 
may  positively  affect  the  way  you  experience  your  life, 
illness,  and  personal  relationships. 

The  Gift  of  the  Heart  is  designed  to  complement  other 
personal  growth  work  and  is  a  perfect  forum  to  share 
with  those  who  support  us  in  life:  our  lovers,  friends, 
parents,  and  health  care  professionals. 

To  join  us  on  January  23  or  for  further  information 
on  "The  Gift  of  the  Heart”  call  INSIGHT 
at  (617)  661-1400. 


